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ART WORKSHOP ON NOWART WORKSHOP ON NOW
Painting, pastels, 
mixed media
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Editor’s Notes
Congratulations to Beth Holtom, aged 9, who has drawn our Easter front cover. Let’s 
hope the sun is as big as the one in your picture these Easter holidays! A huge thank you 
to Mollie Bluck , Poppy Bluck, Abbi Beckert, Ella Beckert and Kaitlyn Beckert for their 
beautiful pictures as well. We will put on the Village website along with the newsletter. I 
have easter eggs for all of you!

The easter family bingo is on Friday 1st April at 7pm, and if you are not already singing 
“We don’t talk about Bruno”, maybe you should be! Disney’s Encato is screening in the 
village hall on Saturday 30th April at 4pm. What a good way to start and end the month.

I was going to write about the war in Ukraine, but I feel Reverend Andrew Goy’s words 
are more impactful. Please read his article.

I would like to wish everyone a very happy and peaceful Easter.

Steph

Parish council comments
The Parish Council have been debating the 
speed calming issues relating to the village 
and the lack of improvement following the 
installation of the two build outs.  We cannot 
take any further action until Severn Trent 
have completed their works on sewage pipes 
to the village but have in the meantime being 
reviewing further options.  To assist with likely 
costs, we have requested assistance from the 
County Councillor fund along with remaining 
S106 monies still available for use on speed 
calming initiatives. 
Councillor Perteghella gave another 
comprehensive report including Stratford 
District Council’s acceptance of a proposed 
Energy and Finance Support Advice Policy 
for residents.  A proposal was made to have 
funding available for energy and finance 
advise for residents tackling the energy crisis. 
The Council’s Housing Team will now develop 
a programme of work (please see parish 
council website: www.marstonsicca-pc.gov.uk 
or the notice board for information on energy 
advice.

Sadly, it was reported the green bin collection 
fee will rise from £35 (early bird fee) to £42 
per year. The subscription for the green bin 
collection is now open.
With energy prices in mind, the parish council 
discussed the Pavilion and the services 
operated there to help the most vulnerable.  
The food share scheme continues to provide 
food support to an increasing number of 
families and we would like to thank all the 
volunteers who tirelessly give up their free 
time to help manage this valuable service 
to the community.  The Pavilion is a key 
community building with plans afoot to help 
improve the experience of the coffee shop 
including a more enhanced menu.  Again, we 
would like to thank all the customers of the 
coffee shop and to remind all that monies 
earned through the café help fund other 
community projects.
The Meon Vale allotments are now ready 
for use and will be advertised on the Parish 
Council website and on social media.  Licences 
for pitch are available from the Parish Clerk: 
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clerk@marstonsicca-pc.gov.uk   Cllr. Johnsey 
is currently organising markers for the 
pitches.
The Parish Council Chairman will soon be 
publishing a date for the Annual Meeting 
of the Parish (Parish Assembly) which is the 
perfect time to review all the latest news in 
the village.  This is an opportunity to update 
residents on the groups and clubs that 
operate in the village along with the ability to 
discuss new ideas. 
The Council will be attending the Long 
Marston Airfield Garden Village discussion 
which relates primarily to an important 
transport study.  With the issues that exist 
on the B4652 and its increasing volume 
of traffic, the study would be to assess 
whether place-making and sustainable travel 
approaches can provide a viable alternative to 
investment in large-scale highway / off-site 
mass transit interventions for the site.
Plans have been organised at the Village 
Hall for June 4th to celebrate the Queen’s 
Jubilee. Cllr. Clarke is managing the project 
and has organised children’s / family activities 
to complement the jubilee celebrations in the 
Masons Arms.  A more detailed programme 
will be posted on the PC website and Notice 
Board nearer the time.
The Council were given a brief update on the 
situation regarding All Things Wild (proposed 
theme park along B4632).  A planning 
application was formerly submitted in January 
but is not visible on the planning portal.  We 
have queried this with SDC and the County 
Councillor.
Cllr. Davis confirmed the Neighbourhood Plan 
is progressing through the screening process 
after which a series of actions are required 
by the Parish Council.  This will then lead to 
pre-consultation launch including an open 
day at the village hall for residents to review 
the plan.
Cllr. Whittaker advised the COMMUNITY 
SAFETY EVENT being held in Meon Vale on 
March 26th has several features organised for 
the day including police dog demonstration, 
children’s cycling proficiency tests and various 

discussions from our County and District 
Councillors.  This has been organised to be an 
informative family fun day.   
Meon Vale are also planning activities for the 
Queens Jubilee including a street party in the 
park on June 5th.
The parish council are working on Biodiversity 
and Climate Change initiatives.  Meon 
Vale has been designated a Local Wildlife 
Site (incorporating the woodland area) by 
Warwickshire County Council. The status 
recognises it as a home to some of the UK’s 
most distinctive and threatened species 
including the rare Bechstein’s bat, the 
critically endangered water vole, and specially 
protected Little Ringed Plover.    The award 
comes following a report by the government 
outlining benefits of woodlands and other 
natural environments to the nation’s mental 
health.
To assist the Parish Council, develop a 
combined Biodiversity and Climate Change 
Mitigation Plan, a working group will be 
organised to review key processes and help 
organise an action plan.  Residents interested 
in joining the working group should contact 
the clerk: Clerk@marstonsicca-pc.gov.uk 

Further note for you diary: 
Village Spring Clean day is April 9th @ 
10.30.  Meet at LM village hall where 
pickers will be provided.
The following planning matters were 
discussed:
20/00606/REM, LMA, COMMUNITY/
EMPLOYMENT HUB.
Marston Sicca PC originally responded with 
No Objection but given the doubts being 
expressed about the SWRR ever coming to 
fruition we feel that it is prudent to support 
this application. We would have liked to have 
seen more employment space put forward to 
make the site more sustainable. However, it is 
a small step in the right direction, to be built 
on as the rest of the Garden Village comes 
forward. If we look at the cumulative impact 
of LMA/Meon Vale/Codex and houses being 
built in the surrounding LSV’s then we are 
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surprised that a Petrol Station has not been 
considered. 
Decision: Approved

21/03893/FUL, 1 Pear Tree Close
Single storey rear, double storey side 
extension and front bay window.
Application Approved.

In addition to planning, Cllr. Tempest 
organised a review of the B4632 with the 
following comments sent to Cllr. Pemberton:
B4632 Corridor

Marston Sicca PC are getting increasingly 
concerned at amendments to various 
planning applications which all appear to 
delay highways improvements to the B4632 
corridor.   A series of planning applications 
with delayed trigger points have been sent to 
Cllr. Pemberton.

Due to Easter Monday, the next meeting 
will be held on ??? @ 7.30pm Long Marston 
Village Hall.
Debbie Woodliffe Parish Clerk

Dog Mess around the village and 
in the fields surrounding our 
village
Sadly, once again we have to remind some incredibly 
SELFISH dog owners of the following:
Neosporosis and Sarcocystosis are diseases that are FATAL to livestock.

Neosporosis – which can cause abortions in cattle.

Sarcocystosis – which can cause neurological disease and death in sheep.

The message is to remember to pick up any faeces from dogs when they are using 
agricultural land.

Neosporosis can cause abortions in cattle and is thought to be responsible for the highest 
percentage of all cattle abortions reported in the UK. Neospora eggs are produced by infected 
dogs and excreted in their faeces. Cattle will then become infected if they eat food i.e. grass, 
or drink water contaminated with the eggs. The prevalence of the disease in herds, and its 
potential impact on farm economics – due to infected cows being more likely to abort, 
premature culling and reduced milk yields – make this an important disease to try to control. 

Sarcocystosis is also caused by parasites which can use dogs as intermediate hosts and 
similarly the eggs are produced and excreted in faeces. Sheep will become infected if they eat 
food or drink contaminated by the eggs.

The presence of sarcocysts, parasites, on a carcass following slaughter can result in the carcass 
being condemned. The disease can be passed on from ewe to lamb during pregnancy. ln terms 
of both these diseases, faeces from infected dogs can contaminate pasture and animal feed, 
water or bedding.

There is currently no licensed vaccine or drugs available for these diseases.

Please keep your dogs on lead when walking through the back fields of the village 
heading towards The Heart of England Forest.



6

Report from your District Councillor
Dear Residents
Sadly, we are seeing the news of the horrific 
war in Ukraine.  All around my ward, there has 
been a quick response to the humanitarian 
crisis, by donating clothes and medical supplies, 
sorting donations and packing, and fundraising. 
I want to thank each and every one of you for 
your generosity and solidarity with the brave 
people of Ukraine. Many thanks are due to 
the local Polish community for organising the 
beautiful, silent candlelit vigils in Stratford.  

Council budget 2022-23 
In February the council’s budget was set. My 
group put forward a number of amendments. 
We proposed funding for energy and finance 
advice for residents for tackling the cost of 
living crisis, which was accepted. Further 
amendments which were not supported 
included a community climate change fund 
and extra business support to assist with the 
recovery from COVID. We also urged the 
Cabinet that the abolishment of the over-65s 
parking permit is reviewed and costed to cover 
the administration and reduced income. 

New waste collection from August 
The new “123plus” waste collection will start 
in August 2022. For food waste collection 
residents will receive soon two food caddies 
per household (a small kitchen caddy and a 
larger food waste bin for outside and put out 
for collection). The other bins remain the 
same. Some households which meet specific 
criteria will be able to request additional refuse 
capacity.

1.  Food waste collection (food caddy) will be 
collected once a week

2.  The dry recycling (blue topped bin) will be 
collected every two weeks

3.  The residual waste (black bin) will be 
collected every three weeks

+ the optional garden waste collection (green 
bin) will be collected every two weeks.

Council tax rebate 
The government has 
announced that residents living 
in properties in council tax 
bands A to D are expected to 
receive the £150 rebate to 
help address the cost-of-living 
crisis. The district Council will be administering 
the Council Tax rebate to eligible households 
in April. Government is urging residents to 
register to pay council tax for direct debit to 
avoid any delay in the payment of the rebate.

Help with energy and heating for 
residents 
We have recently seen the oil price also rise 
dramatically, on top of the electricity and gas 
price increase, and these are due to rise even 
more with the cap coming into force in April. If 
you find yourself concerned about being able 
to heat your home contact the charity Act on 
Energy for advice. Tel. 0800 988 2881 or email 
at advice@actonenergy.org.uk to find out how 
they can help.

Perry Orchard open spaces 
I’m so very pleased to hear that this new village 
amenity is now coming along and the transfer 
progressing. This has involved a lot of hard 
work by the Marston Sicca Parish Clerk and 
the Parish Council, assisted by SDC officers in 
the last few years. I know a survey to find out 
the residents’ vision for the open space was 
undertaken and I will follow with interest the 
next steps and outcomes of the consultation. 

New School Opening Meon Vale 
On the 4th March I had the pleasure to attend 
the wonderful ceremony at Tudor Grange 
Primary School for its official opening. It was a 
lovely day, with children presenting and singing. 
I look forward to supporting the school and the 
wider community. 

Community Safety Day 
Meon Vale on the 26th March a community 
safety day will take place at the Pavillion 
in Meon Vale. This has been organised by 
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the Meon Vale Residents Association and 
Stratford District Council. The local police 
team and the council’s community safety team 
representatives will be in attendance, there will 
be sessions on bike markings, crime prevention 
advice, free alarms, and lots of other events. I 
will also attend.

Long Marston Airfield Garden village 
As you might be aware, a feasibility study 
for sustainable transport options has been 
commissioned by Warwickshire County Council, 
Stratford District Council and Homes England. I 
have been invited to be part of the stakeholder 
engagement group. If you have any views on 
transport and the Garden Village, please do get 
in touch. 

New political boundaries 
The final recommendations from the Local 
Government Boundary Commission for the 
new political boundaries for Stratford on Avon 
District Council have now been published. If 
Parliament votes these through, we shall have 
new wards for the district elections in 2023. 
The main points: the number of councillors 
increased from 36 to 41. 39 wards (instead of 
the current 36), with 37 wards represented 
by 1 councillor and two represented by 2 

councillors. Our current Welford on Avon 
ward will be divided into the following: Welford 
on Avon ward (Welford, Weston, Dorsington, 
Luddington, and Binton). The new Long 
Marston ward (Long Marston, Meon Vale, 
Clifford Chambers and Milcote). The parish 
of Atherstone on Stour is placed within the 
existing Quinton ward.

Parallel to this review, the merger proposal 
between Stratford District Council and 
Warwick District Council have been sent to the 
Secretary of State. If this merger were to be 
approved by the government, then I am unsure 
what happens to these new wards and ward 
boundaries, as I should think the wards for a 
new, larger South Warwickshire district council 
would have to be mapped again. I will keep you 
updated of any progress on this. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any 
query, issue or concern you might have. 

Warmest best wishes 

Cllr Manuela Perteghella    
Manuela.perteghella@stratford-dc.gov.uk

Mob. 07870488071    
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
CllrManuelaPerteghellaWelford

LONG MARSTON VILLAGE SPRING LITTER PICK 

SUNDAY 9TH APRIL @ 10.30AM
Please support our spring litter pick by meeting outside the 

Long Marston village hall at 10.30am.
Families most welcome. Let’s show our children that we care deeply about our village.

Pickers supplied
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Dates for your diary
1st Apr - Bingo 7pm for 7:30pm

4th Apr - Art Class 10:30am

5th Apr - Zumba 9:20am

6th Apr - Long Marston Ladies 7:30pm

11th Apr - Art Class 10:30am

12th Apr - Zumba 9:20am
                   Library/Coffee 10:20am

13th Apr - WI 7:30pm

14th Apr - Line Dancing 6pm

18th Apr - Art Class 10:30am
                   Parish Council 7:30pm

19th Apr - Zumba 9:20am

21st Apr - Line Dancing 6pm

25th Apr - Art Class 10:30am

26th Apr - Zumba 9:20am

28th Apr - Line Dancing 6pm
30th Apr - Film Night 4pm

Cat Price, Village Hall Committee

Village Hall News & Events
We're kicking off April with a Family Bingo Night on 1st April with the bar open from 7pm
and eyes down at 7:30pm. There'll be lots of great prizes so come and join in the fun.

Our usual routine of classes continues over the Easter break and then we'll finish up the
month with a family film, screening Encanto at 4pm on Sat 30th April. If your little one
has a favourite character then why not let them dress up? We'd love to see some
colourful costumes on display.

2022 Village Fete
A meeting was held on Tues March 8th to discuss plans for this year's fete. Diana
reports that everyone present enjoyed seeing John Cumming's photo show of past fetes
but sadly a working party was unable to be formed to run the fete for 2022. As a result
unfortunately there can be no fete this year unless a group of people are prepared to
volunteer. If this is something you'd be interested in being involved with please let Diana
know.

Finally, another quick reminder to follow our
facebook page to make sure you don't miss
any news - @LMVilliageHall

For bookings please call Jackie on 01789 720328
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WASHING POWDER – URGENT* 

WASHING UP LIQUID 

SHAVING FOAM 

CLEANING PRODUCTS 
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Morrisons 
Waitrose 
Lidl 
Sainsbury’s Local (Bridge St) 
Co-op Trinity Mead 
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Bidford One Stop 
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Henley-in-Arden Co-op 
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Tiddington Spar 
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UHT MILK 

SHAMPOO 

TINNED POTATOES 

TOOTHBRUSHES 

EASTER EGGS 

EASTER EGGS 
 
 

 

 

03/03/22 

FRED WINTER CENTRE IS NOW OPEN: 

41 GUILD STREET 

STRATFORD UPON AVON 

CV376QY 
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With the underlying cost of energy, it is not 
possible to save large sums by switching 
suppliers at the moment. However, you 
can still take actions to reduce your energy 
usage and make savings on your energy 
bills. This can be over £350 per year*

 Contact your supplier to have a Smart meter 
installed to monitor usage

 Cover draughts to stop the cold getting in

 Thick curtains can help keep the heat in

 Wear lots of thin layers to keep you warmer

 Plan events and activities to keep you moving

 Turn the thermostat down 1C, ideal 
temperature is between 18 to 21C

 Only boil the water you need

 Put lids on saucepans while cooking

 Have shorter showers and fewer baths

 Do at least one less machine wash a week, 
and wash at 30 degrees

 Turn the heating off even if you are popping 
to the shops

 Turn off appliances when not in use, instead 
of leaving on standby

 Turn off the lights

 Avoid using a tumble dryer

 Reduce your dishwasher use by one less a 
week

	Insulate your hot water cylinder

Visit www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/ 
energy-at-home for more tips and information 
on switching your energy supplier

*According to the Energy Saving Trust based on a 
typical 3 bed gas heated property

SDC/2007/FEB22

Struggling with 
your energy bills? 
Act on Energy can help

Free Energy Advice and Home Visits on a 
one-to-one basis
Tailored energy support and impartial advice 
for everyone, including benefits advice through 
Warwickshire Welfare Rights Advice Services. 

Call Free: 0800 988 2881
Email: advice@actonenergy.org.uk

www.actonenergy.org.uk  
Facebook: actonenergy

Free small energy saving measures for 
those in Fuel Poverty
For the vulnerable, energy efficient light bulbs, 
reflective radiator panels, draught excluders. 

Free boiler grants
For households that own their home and are 
on benefits or have a low income & have poor 
health. 

Access to Government’s Green Homes 
Grants
For energy efficiency measures for the home.

Help with £100’s off your energy bills from 
your energy company
•  Winter Fuel Payments of £100-£300. 
•  Warm Homes Discount £140. 
•  Priority Service Register extra help such as 

meter reading, priority in an emergency/
power cut, locking cooker valve, Free annual 
gas safety check. 

•  Energy Company Hardship Funds for debt.
•  Smart Meters enable you to track your energy 

use. 
**Eligibility criteria apples for some measures**
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Milla 
Jackson

Painting and 
Decorating Service

No job too big or small 
Professional Service

07821 782943 
01789 750879

20 Years Experience 
Free Estimates
07974 268304

RNwindowcleaning@yahoo.com

20 Years Experience
Free Estimates

07974 268304
RNWindowcleaning@yahoo.com
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1st Sunday of the month – 3rd April 
Long Marston 9am Holy Communion • Welford 10.30am Family Communion  

Quinton 10.30am ‘Altogether’ Family Service 

Palm Sunday – 10th April 
Weston 9am Holy Communion (BCP said) • Quinton 10.30am Holy Communion 
Welford 10.30am ‘Open Doors’  a contemporary service of worship and teaching 

Meon Vale 4pm Family Church and tea

Maundy Thursday – 14th April 
Benefice Service of Holy Communion in Weston Church at 7pm

Good Friday – 15th April 
Benefice Last Hour Service in Quinton church at 2pm

Easter Sunday – 17th April NB change to normal services 
Weston 9am Easter Holy Communion (BCP) 

Long Marston 10.30am Easter Breakfast Service with Communion 
Welford 10.30am Easter Family Communion • Quinton 10.30am Easter Family Communion

4th Sunday of the month – 24th April 
Weston 9am Holy Communion (BCP) with hymns • Quinton 10.30am Holy Communion 

Welford 4pm ‘4th@4’ Messy Church

IN ADDITION - FOR ALL THE CHURCHES: 
4th Wednesday 27th April at 10.30am in Welford Church  

a short service of Holy Communion normally followed by Refreshments 

Further information from revdrosgreenhalgh@gmail.com

Avonvale Churches Services in April
Anglican Churches serving Quinton with Admington, 

Long Marston, Meon Vale, Welford and Weston

The Poppin
The sun is shining and soon it will be 
summer. We will have all our favourite 
drinks in to cool you down. Also the ice 
creams are in and being stocked up.

You would have noticed that our local 
bakery, Petit Croissant, have not been 
delivering bread and cakes for some weeks. 
The good news is, they are back. He has 
had to purchase a new oven as the one that 
broke down could not be repaired. We are 
very pleased they are back and we hope 
you will be ordering bread and cakes again. 
We have deliveries Monday to Saturday. 
My personal favourite is the all butter 

croissants, warmed up with some jam or 
marmalade — delicious!

Easter is round the corner, we have eggs 
at reasonable prices and we will also have a 
basket of little eggs for the children @ 15p 
each. A little treat when out with parents.

Please remember if there is anything that 
you would like us to stock, please ask. If we 
can we will. We are a community shop here 
for you.

Have a lovely March and keep safe

Margaret Clarke
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The Gift of Peace
Sadly, I write this over a month into the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine, and I feel it would 
be deeply wrong of me not to write about so 
significant an act of evil, one that has shocked 
and appalled us all. 

I suspect many of us came into 2022 daring 
to be optimistic, hoping to put the worst of 
the pandemic in our rear-view mirror as the 
world began to open up again. Not only was 
peace shattered when Russian troops entered 
Ukraine; hope was shaken as disbelief and fears 
were stirred by an event none of us expected to 
see again: war in Europe. At this point I should 
of course say that our discomfort is as nothing 
compared to the nightmare our neighbours in 
Ukraine are living; we can hardly imagine what 
they must be going through. Let us all do what 
we can to support efforts locally and nationally 
(for example British Red Cross) to bring 
relief and aid to those caught in this conflict. 
Nevertheless, I am writing to you, here in rural 
south Warwickshire, so despite the larger issues 
and their significance, it is still important to 
reflect upon the emotions we are all feeling as 
we respond to these events. 

I believe that the horror and anger we feel at 
the injustice of this invasion speaks to a deep 
truth about who we are, namely that we were 
made for peace. We know without needing 
to be told that this is wrong, because it goes 
against something fundamentally woven into 
our being – and it is in this core of peace that 

we find the beginnings of 
our compassion, our hope, 
our sense of security, our joy 
even. No wonder we feel so 
strongly when it is threatened.

Where does this come from? 
Well the Christian explanation 
is that we are made in 
the image of God and God is, in his very 
essence, the God of peace, love and hope. The 
fingerprint of that goodness is in every one of 
us. Christians also believe that Jesus, being fully 
human and fully God, lived out this goodness 
- this peace, this joy, this love – more fully and 
perfectly than anyone else ever has or could. So 
it is especially significant that in chapter 14 of 
John’s Gospel Jesus said that he was giving his 
followers his peace as a gift to them, given by 
the power of his Holy Spirit at work in them. So 
you see, peace is not just the absence of war, 
but is a gift each of us can receive today that 
shapes the way we live alongside each other.

May you know that gift of peace in these 
uncertain times, and from it may your 
compassion, your joy and your hope grow and 
bear fruit.

Every blessing,

Andrew 
Reverend Andrew Goy 
cotswoldpioneer@gmail.com

Grenville came and talked to us about 
his love and fascination with the River 
Lot, France.  It is theoretically known as 
a fleuve (river), as at Villeneuve sur Lot, it 

joins the River Garonne and thereby flows to the sea.  
We were entertained with many photos and legends 
attached to this beautiful area of bridges and riverside 
villages frequently built into the limestone rock.

Our next Meeting is Wednesday 13th April 7.30pm 
Village Hall when Linda Sharpe will entertain us re 
1920’s Flappers, Fashion and Fun.  As always Visitors 
welcomed.

Liz Marcuse

Kids Joke Corner
How does the easter bunny travel?      
By hare-plane

What kind of bunny can’t hop? 
A chocolate bunny

How does easter end? 
With an R



Long Marston Ladies 
ANNUAL YARD SALE 
Sunday 15th May from 8am – 12pm

The charge is £5 per household, 
which will cover advertising. 

Please contact Angela and David by 
Saturday 7th May to register. 

This year you can start the morning, 
or finish off, with a cup of 
tea or coffee along with 
croissants and toast. 
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Save the date
The Queens Jubilee in the Village Hall
Saturday 4th June from 9.30 to 4.30pm

  
WHAT CAN YOU EXPECT?

We will be reflecting the year of the Queens Coronation
So there will be music, vintage board games, painting competion, refreshments, loads of 
prizes and much more PLUS Mel Harvey and his fabulous magic Punch and Judy Show

Also – Junior Long Marston’s got talent show for 2-16 years
If you can sing, dance, tell jokes, juggle, play a musical instrument, 

read poetry or do magic – fill in the free entry form below 
and post your entry form in the Ballet Box outside the shop from March

Keep a look out for more information and the times of the different events in the Sicca News

LM Got Talent Show
Name:       Age:

Talent:

!
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The Residents’ Association (MVRA) Report
Community Safety Day 26th March  
Meon held its Community Safety event, 
conveniently on one of the sunniest days 
of the year so far, which saw up to 200 
residents attending a variety of stalls and 
demonstrations, with pop up food from Feast 
Streat.
Representatives pitched up in the car 
park adjacent to the Pavilion Coffee Shop, 
including Pebworth Fire Station who let 
kids view their truck at close quarters, 
Shipston Police Safer Neighbourhood 
Team got involved in cycle marking and a 
drone display, Warwickshire Highways, the 
Community Safety and Rural Crime Teams, 
St Modwen Developments, and Orbit & 
Platform Housing were also represented. 
Dr Bike was on hand to help with bike 
maintenance and repairs. Councillors Izzy 
Seccombe and Manuela Perteghella gave a 
short public address about the importance 
of safety events, outlined future plans for 
Stratford & Warwickshire, Meon Vale and the 
community.
The event was jointly organised by Carol 
Roberts from SDC Communities and Alex 
Neal, Rosemary Kidd and Christine Johnson 
from the Meon Vale Resident’s Association 
(MVRA)

Dates for your Diary 
•  Easter egg hunt - 18th April
•  Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations, 

2nd – 5th June
•  Queens Jubilee event in Quinton - 

4th June
•  Queens Jubilee Street Party in the park 

by Church Group - 5th June
•  Summer Meon FUNFEST 

with live music and stalls - 13th August
•  Halloween - 31st October

Useful Information 
Any incidents requiring police attention 
can be reported as follows: dialing 101 is 
always an option this will be recorded and 

tagged to the local team 
at Shipston who will pick 
it up, alternatively email 
details and even a photo or 
recording to  sid.hammond@
warwickshire.pnn.police.uk 
or for more urgent attention call his mobile 
on 07967 303185 In an emergency, then 
always use 999.
If you want to sign up to Warwickshire/Police 
Warwickshire Connected to keep abreast of 
police alerts & incidents in our area you can 
sign up here: alert@neighbourhoodalert.
co.uk
The MVRA website is now live at www.
meonvalera.org . We’re also on Facebook 
so make sure you follow us and stay up to 
date with everything that’s going on in the 
community www.facebook.com/MeonValeRA  
The MVRA is looking for volunteers, 
especially the April 18th Easter egg trail, if 
you want to help  planning it or be there on 
the day, please email: meonvaleresidents@
gmail.com
Richard Whittaker MVRA

Otto Beasmore – April 2nd

Dalton Hall – April 2nd

Griffin Hall  – April 12th

Tom Neville – April 13th

George Derry – April 17th

Ollie Phipps – April 23rd

William Gray – April 24th

Brea Pote – April 26th

Jonah Reeves – April 30th
Please email any children’s birthday dates 

to marstoneditor@yahoo.com.
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Saturday 9th

July @ 7:30pm

Long Marston Gardening Club

On March 5th we had a very good 
turn out to visit Coton Manor Gardens 
with Colin driving the minibus, and the 
rest by car. We had an excellent meal 
in a pub before our visit, and then 
wrapped up warm (it was freezing!) to 
view Hellebores. Think the highlight was 
flamingos wandering around the garden 
with us. We all decided it would be lovely 
to revisit in the Summer.

On April 20th we are visiting Morton 
Hall Gardens to hopefully view their tulip 
festival. We have a guided tour laid on 
plus a cream tea. Fingers crossed the 
tulips will be in full flower.

Wiggy Taylor 
wiggytaylor@gmail.com

Long Marston Ladies

A very rare event happened at the March 
meeting of Long Marston Ladies. Almost 
an hour of quiet as Sara Sharma’s soothing 
calm voice gave directions on the moves 
for chair yoga. The ladies listened intently 
as Sara firstly explained yoga basics before 
trying gentle movement with controlled 
breathing. A group of totally chilled ladies 
left the hall that night, many wishing to 
continue with further sessions. 

Next meeting is Long Marston Ladies 
Charity Evening, with Doug Smith and 
Riding for the Disabled. 

longmarstonladies.co.uk   
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2022 Open Space survey responses from Villagers
We recently sent out a survey with the Sicca magazine asking Villagers to give their views on 
the future development of the 6 acre "Open Space" behind Perry Orchard. 50 completed 
surveys were returned (Approx. 20% of LM residences) with many wonderful features and 
comments for the "Open Space" use. 

These were collated into a summary of the most popular and important features Villagers would 
like incorporated into the Open Space. Obviously, there are limited funds available and so, at a 
recent meeting of the Open Space committee, it was decided to focus on features/comments 
suggested by 8 different respondents or more as the most popular and best for the Village as a 
whole.

The most popular features/comments are summarized below 
- Seating/ picnic bench area/ covered pergola/ socializing/ rest areas – 24 
- Walking/ running/ dog walking paths (access for all) – 22 
- Wild flowers/ trees/ orchard/ duck pond wildlife area (Biodiversity) – 21 
- Grassed area for football/ other ball playing area – 17 
- Childrens play/ adventure area for all ages – 13 
- No car parking area I No vehicle access (maintenance exception) – 8

Other features/comments included: - Multi use tennis court, Paths to connect to Greenway, 
Cricket pitch, Village Hall (Incl. indoor Badmington court), Village green/ Open space I Fete 
area/ Maypole, No Football pitch, Segregated dog walking/ exercise/ pooping area, Allotment, 
Bird watching hive/shelters, Skate Park /Skateboard half pipe, 100% Full Woodland area, Parking 
area, Expand current outdoor gym, Boule's pitch, Enclosed all weather, multi-use sports facility, 
Shelters & lighting, Scout/Brownie hut to share with Welford/Mean Vale, Bicycle racks, Willow 
tunnel, Archery and Security Cameras.



19

For a free quote call or text Jake

07873592707

.    All aspects of tree surgery 

.  Lawn mowing for all size gardens 

. Hedge cutting 

. Fencing 

CRATE STORAGE
CONTAINER STORAGE

SELF-STORE ROOMS
CARAVAN STORAGE

VEHICLE STORAGE
REMOVALS

WAREHOUSING
OFFICES

COMMERCIAL AND DOMESTIC SELF-STORAGE
STARTING FROM £45pcm

01789 720027
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This term our Cubs and Beavers are working 
towards their Global Issues Activity Badges. 
The badges have different requirements for 
Cubs and Beavers so our youngsters have 
done a whole range of tasks to earn these 
badges.

First the Cubs and Beavers focused on 
environmental issues and they kept a diary 
of what items they reduced (the use of), 
reused and recycled. Great ideas included 
shredding confidential documents and using 
the shredded paper for guinea pig bedding 
and using newspapers instead of plastic bags 
to line bins.

Other global issues explored included 
endangered animals, fair trade, lack of water 
and food poverty.

The Cubs and Beavers worked in small groups 
to make up breakfast, lunch and dinner for a 
family of two adults and two children using 
just dried and tinned/packaged food that 
had been donated by our youngsters, young 
leaders and leaders. A challenge which lead 
to interesting meal choices! All the items 

collected were then donated to the foodbank 
in Stratford.

At the final session exploring global issues our 
Cubs and Beavers considered the problems 
people face when they lack access to clean 
water to drink, wash and cook with. They made 
water filters out of (recycled) plastic bottles 
and a selection of sand, cotton wool, pebbles 
and kitchen towel. The filters were surprisingly 
effective at filtering muddy water. 

Finally, a different request this time – do you 
have an enclosed trailer that you could lend 
to the Scout Group for taking our camping 
equipment to/from the “Get In” Camp towards 
the end of May? This is a county wide camp 
and will be a great experience for our Beavers, 
Cubs and Scouts. Last time “Get In” was held 
in 2018, there were over 3,000 people taking 
part! And it is wonderful to be able to offer our 
youngsters a great traditional Scouting activity 
once more. Please contact me if you are able 
to help. Many thanks.

Maria Smith 
welfordscoutgroup@yahoo.com

 

Long Marston Village Hall     
Friday 1st April 

Doors open 7.00 pm 
Eyes down 7.30 pm 

Easter prizes!  
Bar, snacks,  
And raffle!  

Children welcome. 
Come along and join us.
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Contacts
PARISH COUNCILLORS 
Ian Johnsey Chairman 

Bill Tempest Vice Chairman 

Anthony Hodges Councillor 

Noel Davis Councillor 

Michael Hillier Councillor 

Margaret Clarke Councillor 

Richard Whittaker Councillor 

Debbie Woodliffe Parish Clerk/RFO 

Marston Sicca Parish Council 

Email: clerk@marstonsicca-pc.gov.uk 

Tel: 01386 834321 / 07485 437702

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Steph Hillier 07720 975023 

marstoneditor@yahoo.com

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS 
Jackie Johnson 01789 720328

THE POPPIN VILLAGE STORE 
01789 721011

THE POST OFFICE, 
LONG MARSTON 01789 721411

NOMINATED SAFE-GUARDING 
PERSON 

Linda Thomas 01789 721180

DEFIBRILLATOR 
This is located outside the Poppin shop. 
A 999 call giving the location will 
provide a code and method of use.

ST JAMES THE GREAT 

Rector Rev Ros Greenhalgh 

01789 751546 

revdrosgreenhalgh@gmail.com 

Church Warden Carol Watts  

01789 507319

POLICE 

Emergency only – 999 

Non urgent contact – 101

SHIPSTON-ON-STOUR 
SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD 
TEAM 

www.safer-neighbourhoods.co.uk/ship

PCSO 6230 Emma Turner 

PCSO 6362 Ben Cole  

PC 1508 Sid Hammond 

Shipston Police Station 01789 444670 

shipston.snt@warwickshire.police.uk 

www.facebook.com/ShipstonPolice

Crimestoppers 0800 555111

WEBSITE 
www.marstonsicca-pc.gov.uk
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MILCOTE CAFE
LOCATED ON

THE
STRATFORD-
UPON-AVON
GREENWAY

SERVES
BREAKFAST,

LIGHT LUNCHES,  
COFFEE AND
CAKES IN A
COSY AND
RELAXED
SETTING.

 
FREE PARKING.

 
DOG FRIENDLY.

OPEN 9AM -
4PM TUESDAY

TO SUNDAY
AND BANK
HOLIDAY

MONDAYS.
 

FIND US ON
FACEBOOK,
INSTAGRAM

AND GOOGLE.
 

UNDER NEW
MANAGEMENT.
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WE 
STAND
WITH

UKRAINE


