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Messy Church in Welford and Meon Vale 
is not able to meet at the moment. So we 
have started Kids’ Church on Zoom. 

We enjoy sharing a Bible story together 
with different ways to join in. 

We usually have a music video to dance 
and sing along to. 

Getting crafty! 
These are some of the paper crafts we have 
made so far with just paper, a pencil and a pair of scissors!
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Zoom in to Kids’ Church 
Usually on the 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month 

from 11.15 to approx. 11.40 a.m.

ST. PETER’S WELFORD, ST. JAMES THE GREAT LONG MARSTON, ALL SAINTS WESTON, ST. SWITHIN’S QUINTON AND MEON VALE CHURCH

Different ways we 
can pray together… 

Teaspoon 
prayers 

Thinking of a 
teaspoon (tsp)  to 

help us to 
remember to say to 

God…         

Thank you        
Sorry              

Please 

Thumb 
Prayers 

  Thumbs up -     
Good things to 
thank God for                                            

Thumbs down -   
Not such good 

things to say sorry 
to God for                   

Thumbs out - 
praying for others

If your family would like more details about how to join 
in we would be happy to hear from you, please contact 

Revd Andrew Goy  
(07554 932271 cotswoldpioneer@gmail.com )  

or Revd Yvette Grundy  
(01789 750006 ygrundy@icloud.com) 
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Parish Council News
The Parish Council felt a more informative and 
engaging website would benefit our residents. 
The new site is already running but there is 
an ongoing review of content and structure. 
In addition, the site will continue to highlight 
news items including key topics that will be 
raised during parish council meetings. The 
Parish Council also felt we should highlight the 
method of how residents can put questions 
to the council for discussion in the monthly 
meetings. Councillors will then endeavour to 
answer queries at the next meeting depending 
on what research is needed to answer queries 
fully. Residents should put their questions to 
the parish clerk 7 days prior to the next meet – 
clerk@marstonsccis-pc.gov.uk 

Residents may be aware that as from 1st April 
emptying of the green bin will only be carried 
out where the resident has subscribed to the 
Garden Waste Service and is displaying a valid 
permit on their bin. The cost for this service 
will be £40 but there is an early bird discount 
offer of £35 per bin but the offer is until 28th 
February only. Residents can subscribe to the 
service online or by phone – Garden Waster 
Service/ Stratford Upon Avon District Council 
01789 267575. It is possible to request up 
to three food waste caddies which can be put 
alongside the green bin and will be emptied at 
the same time.

Following a review of our open space and play 
equipment, the Parish Council agreed the LAP 
(Local Area of Play) within Barley Fields required 
modifications. In addition to addressing the 
poor boundary fence and shrubbery, there will 
be additions to the play equipment with 4 new 
items to be included in the space. It is hoped 
the variety of equipment will make the play area 
more exciting and beneficial to our younger 
residents.

With regards to the unbelievable saga relating 
to the open space to Perry Orchard, the Parish 
Council have finally received response from 
Lagan Homes following a more robust push 
from the SDC legal team. The current status 
relates to outstanding items to the S106 

conditions, a time frame for executing work 
and the final transfer of the space. Further 
discussions will be taking place with Stratford 
District Council over the coming week.

Residents enquired over the siting and use of 
grit bins in the village, councillors will check 
condition and advise WCC of any action 
required.

Residents will recall the council’s push to 
secure S106 funds assigned to Long Marston 
for speed calming measures. Cllr. Hillier had 
been in discussion with Highways to secure the 
funds which have subsequently been allocated 
towards a two build out scheme. Lighting is 
currently being installed with further work to be 
completed by end March. Once the build outs 
are in place the council are reviewing further 
measures with the addition of speed visors.

With the good news confirmed by SDC stating 
St Modwen are no-longer considering the 
development of the woodland, the Parish 
Council along with the Meon Action Group and 
the District Councillor, have been debating a 
long term strategy for the woodland and the 

Editor’s Notes
I would like to wish you all a very happy and 
healthy New Year!

And we had snow! And it was on a Sunday! By 
far the most exciting event this year. It was 
so lovely to see so many people out building 
snowmen. (Thanks to Diana Tudorache for the 
front cover).

Last years was without a doubt, the withdrawal 
from St Modwens of building on Meon 
Woods. Congratulations to all who were 
involved in the #SaveMeonWoods Campaign. 
Your tireless dedication truly paid off.

I would like to pass on messages of gratitude 
from the families who receive our Community 
Foodshare. Many are struggling, and are 
overwhelmed by the generosity of those who 
have donated. We are supporting more and 
more families as redundancies, furlough and 
Covid continue to impact so many. Our food 
donation boxes are at the Poppin and and 
Londis. Thank you for your ongoing support.

Steph
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We enjoy sharing a Bible story together 
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These are some of the paper crafts we have 
made so far with just paper, a pencil and a pair of scissors!
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wetlands. SDC are reviewing the area and the 
various initiatives being discussed with a view of 
using the site as a template for other wooded 
areas in the county. The view is to regard 
the space as a ‘green lung’ and to implement 
sufficient safeguards to ensure it remains 
protected. The Meon Vale action group ran an 
impressive campaign with various organisations 
participating in the quest to save the woods. 
Well done all.

Following on from our community support 
services, the Parish Council discussed the 
services being managed at the Pavilion (Meon 
Vale) which is currently being used as a hub 
for the food share operation. The team of 
volunteers work tirelessly to secure, store/
pack and distribute food to our most vulnerable 
residents. In addition, with the help of The 
Restaurant Group, Clifford Chambers Trust, 
Publishers, Supermarkets and generous 
residents, we have been able to reach a growing 
number of families covering 5 villages. Due to 
Covid restrictions the coffee bar has not been 
able to open but the time has enabled our 
dedicated manager and volunteers to prepare 
more fully for our grand opening. The vision is 
to make the coffee bar a vibrant, atmospheric 
place to meet and enjoy good coffee & snacks in 

a safe, friendly environment. We hope to greet 
you all the moment guidelines allow.

Unusually there were no specific planning issues 
to discuss at the recent meeting, but the council 
continue to keep a watchful eye on reserve sites.

CENSUS 2021 
Households across Warwickshire will soon be 
asked to take part in Census 2021. 

The Census is a ‘once in a decade’ survey that 
gives us the most accurate estimate of all the 
people and households in England and Wales. 
The information provided helps decide how 
services are planned and funded in our area this 
includes doctor’s surgeries, schools, transport 
routes etc. It will be conducted predominantly 
online, with households receiving a letter with 
a unique access code to use when completing 
from computers, phones or tablets.

Census day will be on March 21st with 
households across the country receiving letters 
prior to this date with the online codes allowing 
them to take part from early March.

Find out more at www.census.gov.uk

Next Meeting 15th February 
Debbie Woodliffe Parish Clerk 

SHOEBOX APPEAL 
Things looked very gloomy for the Shoebox 
team early in 2020. We had plenty of time to 
knit and sew, but unable to fundraise or shop for 
bargains, hopes of sending boxes were minimal.
Then the Admington fun ride came galloping to 
our rescue! With amazing organizational skills, 
they managed to hold a socially distanced fund 
raiser! They generously donated to several local 
charities, including us. A big thank you goes to 
them, and also to another generous sponsor. 
With their help, we could plan ahead. Thanks 
also go to everyone locally who have donated in 
some way or another.
We decided it would be safer to pack in our 
own homes over a period of 3 weeks, but 
2nd lockdown came, and we had only 3 days! 
We managed to pack over 100 boxes in that 
time and then continued individually through 
lockdown.
240 boxes have made their way from Long 

Marston to underprivileged children in Eastern 
Europe.  This year our boxes went to Oradea 
in Western Romania, Moldova, and Belarus. 
Children throughout the World have suffered 
greatly this year, but for most of the recipients, 
this will be the first gift they have ever received. 
They are distributed by Teams4U, whose 
volunteers personally visit the areas where the 
boxes go.
We hope to be back to normal this year, so 
think of us as you are sorting out. We collect 
throughout the year. We always need small toys, 
puzzles, and games. Old towels, we turn into 
flannels. We need your unused Christmas cards 
to send a greeting in each box. On these dark 
evenings if you feel like knitting, we need hats, 
mittens, scarves, (not too bulky), purses, hand 
puppets etc. If you sew, hairbands, small bags to 
hold pencils, jewellery, marbles etc are all most 
useful.
We thank you all for your generosity. 
Diana and The Shoebox Team
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When it was permitted, we enjoyed our 
1½ to 2 hour group walk, with 6 people 
on Tuesday mornings.  Diana Rippin was 
our lead as she knows all the maize of 
footpaths in Felix Dennis’s fields. We had 
some sunny mornings, but there were 
some very challenging muddy, slippery 
areas.  The dogs ended up so muddy and 
even the lively Noleham Brook failed to 
wash it off. 

When allowed, our next plan is a more 
sophisticated walk round Ettington Park 
Hotel, where a take-away coffee is on the 
cards. 

Liz Marcuse

Long Marston Ladies 
The ten year celebrations 
of the launch of Long 
Marston Ladies have been 
put on hold - a huge 
disappointment to miss 
this milestone.  However, 
a Zoom meeting quiz, held instead, was a 
chance to catch up, and it was wonderful 
to see so many of our lovely ladies.  
Questions ranging from, group benefits, to 
our theme songs, challenged our ladies. 

Many requests were made for another 
Starchip Enterprise visit, which will result 
on the return on the 21st of January.  
Everyone has an evening off from cooking 
and a treat to look forward to.

Stay safe.
Angela and Sheila

Village Hall 
Happy New year from the Committee. 

Sadly, we are unable to open due to the 
current pandemic. We are holding a zoom 
meeting on Tuesday 26th January to 
discuss maintenance, and a date for AGM.  

Long Marston W.I.

James Potter 22nd February
Charlotte Gray 28th February
Tabitha Derry 28th February

If you would like your child’s birthday to 
appear in the newsletter, please email me: 

marstoneditor@yahoo.com

 
 
 
 
 
 

Nosh and Natter Group
Luncheons, Trips and Holidays, Meon Tea 

and Chatter and Nosh on Wheels
At the time of going to press we are only 
able to organise Nosh on Wheels due to 

Covid 19 for our members.
However, this has been well received and 

we wish to thank all the members that 
participate for their support and generous 

comments. 
Hopefully, sometime soon, we will be able to 

start our other events/activities.
Keep safe and remember, Hands. Face. Space.

Please contact Barbara on 07771708151

Kids Joke Corner
Q:  What do you get when you cross a  
 skunk with an owl? 
A:   A bird that smells, but doesn’t give a hoot
Q:  What do you get when you cross a  
 rabbit with an insect? 
A:   Bugs bunny
Q:  What’s cold and comes in tins? 
A:   Chilli beans
Did you Know? 
His and Hers Worms are all hermaphrodites. 
The consequence of this is that every worm 
you ever see is a Mr and Mrs.
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CRATE STORAGE
CONTAINER STORAGE

SELF-STORE ROOMS
CARAVAN STORAGE

VEHICLE STORAGE
REMOVALS

WAREHOUSING
OFFICES

COMMERCIAL AND DOMESTIC SELF-STORAGE
STARTING FROM £39pcm

01789 720027
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Report from your District Councillor

Dear Residents
Hope you all had a restful 
Christmas and a good start to 
2021. It looks like this year will 
be as challenging as the year 

just passed. Above all, I hope 
you are all keeping well and safe. 

As I write this, sadly there has been 
a worrying increase of Covid-19 related infections, 
and therefore England has entered its third national 
lockdown. The lockdown comes with a clear message 
of ‘stay at home’. We must not leave our home, 
except where necessary. The law has been updated 
to reflect these new rules, which can be found on 
the government website: www.gov.uk/guidance/
national-lockdown-stay-at-home 

Please do get in contact if you need any help or 
assistance and I will be very happy to help. 

Elizabeth House 
The council physical offices at Elizabeth House 
in Stratford remain closed to the public for the 
foreseeable future. The District Council continues to 
provide its services to residents. The contact centre 
remains open for residents to speak by telephone 
to staff (during office hours) on 01789 267575, via 
email: info@stratford-dc.gov.uk and you can access 
many services online at www.stratford.gov.uk 

During the lockdown, the following District Council 
services will remain open and operational:

• Refuse and Recycling collections 
• Public toilets 
•  Planning, Building Control, Private Sector Housing, 

Revenues and Benefits – although site visits will be 
limited

• Environmental Health
• Parks and open spaces
• Play areas
• CCTV
•  District Council Car Parks remain chargeable 

where applicable.

However, outdoor gym equipment and the Council’s 
leisure centres will be closed or suspended.

Business Support Grants - The Government has 
just announced additional funding for businesses that 
have to close during this third lockdown. At time of 
writing, we are still waiting for more details on this 

and I will update you once we have more information 
and instructions (keep an eye on my FB page). 
My understanding is that if a business has already 
claimed under any of the current and previous 
business support grant schemes, then the Council 
should be able to use the details they already have to 
make the payments. Again, if any local business has 
any query or has not applied before to any of the 
previous schemes, do get in touch.

Test and Trace Support Payment  
The Council is still administering this support 
payment which has been announced by the 
Government for residents who are struggling to self-
isolate due to financial constraints. 

The scheme is currently to run until 31 January 
2021. This is the link to more details and to the 
application form: www.stratford.gov.uk/benefits-
support/test-and-trace-support-payment.cfm

Vaccinations 
Vaccinations should have started in our ward for the 
most vulnerable and elderly residents, according to 
the government priority groups list. 

I have been asked to give this message to my 
residents: When residents are called for vaccination, 
they should take their NHS number with them, 
especially if they are going to receive their 
vaccination in a different place than their usual 
GP surgery. This will ensure the process runs as 
smoothly and quickly as possible. You can find your 
number on your NHS card or any letters you have 
had from the NHS. Your NHS number will be also 
printed on any green GP prescription sheet. 

Rapid Covid testing  
Rapid Covid testing for people without coronavirus 
symptoms has been rolled out in Stratford.

The centre, which is being delivered in partnership 
with the Department of Health and Social Care, 
Warwickshire County Council, Stratford District 
Council, and a network of volunteers, aims to help us 
work towards returning life to as normal as possible.

The tests are available for those without symptoms 
at The Other Place (the Royal Shakespeare 
Company’s studio theatre), Southern Lane, 
CV37 6BH. 

The tests are available for booking between 8.15am 
and 8pm, Monday to Friday and 10.15am to 4pm on 

Report from your District Councillor 

Dear Residents 
 
Hope you are all keeping well and safe in these 
challenging times. At the time of writing, we find ourselves 
in the second national lockdown, which should last to the 
beginning of December. After this, the government will 
review the situation with regards to Covid-19 infection 
rates, and we should go back to a tiered system. 
 
What a year this has been! We have been faced with so 
many unprecedented challenges. 
What has been amazing is the way so many people in our 
village have risen to these challenges. We have had to 

adapt quickly and learn new ways of interacting virtually with family, friends, colleagues 
and neighbours; our local schools, children, parents and carers had to adapt to new 
ways of teaching and learning, including homeschooling. Community events and village 
celebrations had to be cancelled or done in different ways.  We learned to shield the 
most vulnerable, and to wear face masks as a matter of routine. We clapped for our 
brave NHS nurses and doctors and other key workers. Thank you to the community 
volunteers for supporting our vulnerable residents and those who need to self-isolate. 
Please do get in contact if you need help or assistance and I will be very happy to help 
our community as best I can.  
I’ve been attending Marston Sicca Parish council meetings and liaising with your parish 
council about district matters in Long Marston and Meon Vale.  
 
Elizabeth House 
The District Council offices at Elizabeth House in Stratford are closed to the public for 
the duration of the lockdown. The contact centre remains open for residents to speak by 
telephone to staff (during office hours) on 01789 267575, and customers will still be able 
to access many services online at www.stratford.gov.uk   

As with the first lockdown, arrangements will be made for residents in an emergency, 
such as homelessness, to speak by a phone link in the outer lobby of Elizabeth House 
to a member of staff. They can also call 01789 260861. 

 
The Test and Trace Support Payment  
The Council is administering this support payment which has been announced by the 
Government for residents who are struggling to self-isolate due to financial constraints. 
Individuals who are required to self-isolate and who meet the benefits-linked eligibility 
criteria will be entitled to £500. This will be payable as a lump sum. These changes 
came into effect on 28 September, alongside the legal duty to self-isolate. 
Individuals who are eligible will be able to make a backdated claim.  
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Saturday and Sunday and can be used weekly. The 
service uses the fast turnaround lateral flow test 
kits, which can deliver results in around an hour. 

Tests can be booked here: 
www.tinyurl.com/y2rh5r3j

Gypsy, Travellers and Travelling 
Showpeople SPD Public Consultation 
The Council is running a 6 weeks public 
consultation on the draft Supplementary Planning 
Document between 7th January and 19 February 
2021. This SPD is one of a number of SPDs that 
accompanies the Core Strategy, and provides 
detailed advice and guidance to applicants when 
submitting planning applications relating to 
Gypsy and Traveller and Travelling Showpeople 
accommodation. Once adopted it will be used by 
the Council to help reach decisions on whether to 
approve or refuse planning applications.

The consultation draft sets out the need for 
additional permanent accommodation within the 
District and identifies areas where new Gypsy and 
Traveller and Travelling Showpeople sites may be 
suitable, subject to planning permission, as well as 
guidance on what any new sites should look like 
in respect of their design and layout. The Core 
Strategy (July 2016) identifies two broad locations 
across the District within which new sites and yards 
will be preferred. These broad areas are: Broad 
Location 1 – the ‘Avon Valley’ outside of the Green 
Belt; Broad Location 2 – the remainder of the 
District, but outside the Cotswolds AONB.

This SPD does not allocate land for new permanent 
sites as this can only be done through a higher-
level policy document. Indeed, the Council has 
started work on a Gypsy and Traveller Local Plan 
and is currently exploring options to identify new 
permanent sites.  You can view and comment on 
the consultation documents online: www.stratford.
gov.uk/gandt-spd

either on the interactive version of the document 
or by filling the form and emailing it to policy.
consultation@stratford-dc.gov.uk  Comments must 
be received by the District Council by 5pm on 
Friday 19 February 2021.

Motion for a Declaration of a Biodiversity 
Emergency  
At the full Council meeting on 19th October, my 
group leader Cllr Susan Juned and I proposed a 
motion to act on the biodiversity crisis, calling for 

Council policy to promote an increase in areas rich 
in habitats and ensuring sustainable and significant 
biodiversity gain from new developments. We also 
called on the Council to designate more Local 
Green Spaces to meet the desire for communities 
to be able to access nature for health and wellbeing. 
This motion was presented to the Cabinet with the 
officers’ reports on the 7th December. Together 
with Cllr Juned, I spoke at Cabinet meeting on 
the 7th December in support of the biodiversity 
motion. The officers’ report - to reject the motion 
- came back to Cabinet, which sadly decided to 
recommend a rejection of the motion to Full 
Council (14 December). While I’m disappointed by 
this decision, we shall continue to work towards 
making our district greener, healthier and happier. 
Both Cllr Juned and I sit on the Climate Change 
Panel so will be looking at ways to recover, protect 
and enhance our biodiversity. Recommending the 
motion for acceptance would have sent a clear 
message to Westminster with regards to the 
government’s White Paper on Planning Reforms, 
but also would have committed the Council to a 
local biodiversity plan for our district. 

Proposed changes to parking charges 
In the papers for the Cabinet’s meeting on the 
11th January there are recommendations for 
significant changes to parking in district council 
car parks. The changes proposed include increased 
charges in Stratford upon Avon, the complete 
removal of the pensioners’ concession permits and 
potential charges for some of the car parks that are 
currently free. Bearing in mind the battering our 
high streets are taking at the moment this hardly 
seems an appropriate time for these changes. My 
colleagues have spoken against these changes at 
the Cabinet meeting, which are inappropriate at this 
particular time. 

Green Bin Collection charges 
From 1st April charging for green bin garden waste 
collection is to go ahead. The proposed charge of 
£40 had been deferred from earlier in 2020, after 
widespread opposition. This decision by the Council 
predates my election, but I know that my colleagues 
opposed this change, as we believed that the 
charge was a fund-raising exercise not justified by 
the financial position. We are also concerned about 
the impact charging may have on the volume of 
garden waste which is recycled, and the pressure on 
local recycling centres.
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If you want to keep having your green waste 
collected you can sign up between 11 January 
and 28 February for a first year’s discount of £5 
to £35 for the year. You can sign by following the 
link: www.stratford.gov.uk/gardenwaste or by calling 
01789 260628.

Preferred Options Site Allocation Plan 
(SAP) October 2020  
As reported in the previous issue, the main purpose 
of the SAP is to identify reserve housing sites in 
the District. This version of the SAP (Preferred 
Options version) proposes several Reserve 
Housing Sites for the village of Long Marston. I 
have objected to all these sites for various planning 
reasons, including adverse impact on the village 
character and identity, highway issues, but mainly 
because Long Marston has already had a significant 
amount of new housing in the past few years. The 
SAP, with any applicable amendments resulting 
from the public consultation, should be presented 
to the Cabinet meeting in February and after this 
to Full Council. There will be further consultation 
on the final draft (Proposed Submission version) 
before the Plan is submitted to the Government 
for examination to check that it is fit for purpose. 

Meon Vale Woodland update  
I was delighted that St Modwen decided to 
withdraw the woodland site at Meon Vale (SAP 
Rural.4 proposal) as a housing site. The developers 
have acknowledged the importance of this space 
to the local community and beyond. I have asked 
Stratford District Council to safeguard the whole 
of the woodland site so that it can be protected 
in perpetuity. Congratulations to the residents, 
in particular, the formidable Friends of Meon 
Vale Woodland Walk for their brilliant work and 
campaigning. I want to thank you all, and I would 
like to send very special thanks to the Marston 
Sicca Parish Council for their wonderful support, 
and to County Cllr Brain for his support and for 
submitting his objections to the SAP. It’s been a 
fantastic victory for the Meon Vale Community!

Finally… 
The Stratford District Council Business Team 
have sponsored the PopUp Business School to 
run a FREE intensive week-long training event 
on 15-19 February 2021 – teaching residents 
from across the District how to start grass-roots 
businesses doing something they love. 

This is an exciting new opportunity for residents 

across Stratford district. The free week-long online 
course aims to help and inspire people to have the 
confidence to start their own business. They will 
show you how to start a business with no money, 
create a great website for free and much more, but 
places are limited so please book now so you don’t 
miss out.

When? 15-19 February 2021 (for 5 days)

Where? Online

What time? 10am - 3pm every day

What to do next: book your free place online: 
www.popupbusinessschool.co.uk/stratford 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any query, 
issue or concern you might have.

Stay safe folks. Warmest best wishes!

Cllr Manuela Perteghella  Email: Manuela.
perteghella@stratford-dc.gov.uk

Mob. 07870488071  Facebook: https://www.
facebook.com/CllrManuelaPerteghellaWelford

Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any query, 
issue or concern you might have.

Stay safe and warmest best wishes 

Cllr Manuela Perteghella 
07870 488071 
Manuela.perteghella@stratford-dc.gov.uk

Facebook: www.facebook.com/
CllrManuelaPerteghellaWelford
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MEON VALE 
We Saved the Woods!

It has been a really tough year, but some 
wonderful things happened in 2020. A 
huge and very wonderful thing was how the 
communities across Quinton and Marston 
Sicca Parishes and people from all around the 
surrounding district came together to support 
the campaign to Save Meon Woods.

And we did it! After a huge community effort 
to raise awareness of plans to fell the woods 
for the development of 300 new houses and a 
concerted campaign aimed at Stratford District 
Council and St Modwen (landowners and 
developers), St Modwen withdrew their plans. 

The ideas, actions, time, and commitment 
from the whole community was incredible. 
We displayed posters, lobbied councillors, 
made artwork, wrote songs and poetry, made 

Halloween and Christmas trails, undertook 
surveys, made videos, recorded the wildlife, 
baked cookies, handed out Black Forest Gateau, 
shared our love of the woodland and wildlife, 
poured over policy, planning documents, 
government guidance and site reports and we 
badgered key decision makers. We even made 
it onto BBC Midlands Today, twice. And all the 
time being mindful of COVID restrictions and 
social distancing.

A huge thanks is due to the Woodland 
Subcommittee, a group of Meon Vale residents 
who brilliantly co-ordinated the campaign. The 
Subcommittee made the following statement:

“After three busy months of campaigning to save 
Meon Woods from destruction - for the purpose 
of building 300 houses - we were delighted 

Dionne Sambrook - Resident of Meon Vale 
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to hear that the hard work has paid off! We 
wholeheartedly believe this to be a victory born 
from the hard work and determination of local 
residents, so thank you to everyone who got 
involved. ‘Actions speak louder than words’, and 
we would therefore extend a special thank you 
to individuals such as Cllr Manuela Perteghella 
and Parish Cllr William Tempest. Both remained 
present throughout, demonstrated unwavering 
dedication to our cause, and fought for 
something they clearly believed in! A special 
mention also to the representatives of St 
Modwen, who took the time to engage with us as 
a community, and despite the scepticism, stuck to 
their word and listened to our feedback. We hope 
to continue a productive working relationship 
moving forward, as we look to protect and 
enhance the woodland area.”

So, thank you to everyone who played a part. 
We did it thanks to you all.

Inaugural Meeting of Meon Vale 
Residents’ Association 
All residents of Meon Vale (including Cotswold 
Vale and Meon Way Gardens) are invited to 
attend the inaugural meeting of Meon vale 
Residents’ Association on Thursday 18th 
February 7:30pm via Zoom.  All residents 

are welcome to the meeting to vote on the 
adoption of a constitution for the group 
and appoint officers. The meeting will be 
closed so that only Meon Vale residents can 
attend.  If you wish to attend, please email 
meonvaleresidents@gmail.com to request the 
access details for the meeting.

The group will need at least three people to 
come forward as Officers of the Association, so 
please consider if you would like to be a member, 
or if you are able to commit some of your time 
and take an officer role. The more we have the 
better, as we do not want roles to be onerous, 
but a way to be proactive in shaping our 
community. Certainly, the aim is for this group to 
be sociable, supportive and to enable residents 
to connect with their neighbours, as well as to 
make a positive difference to our new village.  
There are already lots of plans and existing 
community projects, plus lots of brilliant ideas 
for more, so the group will be a great way to 
come together to support these. Residents are 
also able to become Members of the Association 
and support the group in other ways.  Please 
contact meonvaleresidents@gmail.com for more 
information and to obtain details of the meeting.

Dionne Sambrook - Resident of Meon Vale 

Lockdown 3 – ideas for the kids 
An hour’s walk/bike ride/run up The Greenway, 
or through The Heart of England Forest 
(no bikes), just on our doorstep is magical 
for mental health, and to keep us fit. But 
sometimes it is nice to just stay indoors in the 
warmth.
When my kids were younger their favourite 
thing to do on cold day was to build a den 
in a bedroom, or living room. I would always 
know when they did, as my pegs just suddenly 
disappeared, along with any blankets and spare 
sheets! Of course, they had to put up fairy 
lights and bring in their favourite books. Oh, 
and a sleepover as well!

VIRTUAL TOURS  
Something a little bit different and quite 
fabulous are the virtual tours that are being 
offered from some of the most famous 
museums around the world.
I recently went onto the Natural History 

Museum website for a virtual tour. Amazing. 
For young (and old) inquisitive and creative 
minds, it takes you from the world’s first 
inhabitants, to 10 animals with super powers, 
the evolution of birds, and much more. The 
links go to museums all over the world. There 
are many fun activities to do, for example 
colouring in the pyramids, going inside a space 
shuttle in virtual reality, and my personal 
favourite, create your own song with Blob 
Opera. Hilarious. That took up at least an hour 
of my time!
Link is artsandculture.
google.com/partner/
natural-history-museum.
Other websites are 
savethechildren.org.uk/
what-we-do/coronavirus-
information-advice/keeping-kids-entertained-
through-lockdown.

LOCKDOWN 3 – IDEAS FOR THE KIDS 

An hour’s walk/bike ride/run up The Greenway, or through The Heart of 
England Forest (no bikes), just on our doorstep is magical for mental health, 
and to keep us fit. But sometimes it is nice to just stay indoors in the warmth. 

When my kids were younger their favourite thing to do on cold day was to 
build a den in a bedroom, or living room. I would always know when they did, 
as my pegs just suddenly disappeared, along with any blankets and spare 
sheets! Of course, they had to put up fairy lights and bring in their favourite 
books. Oh, and a sleepover as well! 

VIRTUAL TOURS  

Something a little bit different and quite fabulous are the virtual tours that are 
being offered from some of the most famous museums around the world. 

I recently went onto the Natural history Museum website for a virtual tour. 
Amazing. For young (and old) inquisitive and creative minds, it takes you from 
the world’s first inhabitants, to 10 animals with super powers, the evolution of 
birds, and much more. The links go to museums all over the world. There are 
many fun activities to do, for example colouring in the pyramids, going inside a 
space shuttle in virtual reality, and my personal favourite, create your own 
song with Blob Opera. Hilarious. That took up at least an hour of my time! 

Link is artsandculture.google.com/partner/natural-history-museum. 

 

Other websites are savethechildren.org.uk/what-we-do/coronavirus-
information-advice/keeping-kids-entertained-through-lockdown. 
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The Poppin
Firstly, members of The Poppin Committee, 
would like to wish all our customers a brighter 
and heathy 2021. We would also like to thank 
you all for supporting The Poppin during this 
very difficult time.

The Poppin is now on Facebook, which I hope 
you find useful and informative. In our mission 
to support the village, we would like to know if 
there are any products that you would like us 
to stock?  Please let us know.  We are trying 
to stock a wider variety of goods, but we 
obviously have very limited space.

We now have installed a wall mounted sanitiser 
on the right, outside the door. Could we please 
ask everyone to sanitise before entering the 
shop. This virus is relentless, and we need to 
keep safe.

Finally, should anyone find themselves unable 
to leave their home, please be assured, we 
will deliver. Please call the shop on 01789 
721011.

Keep well, keep safe, and remember 
Space-Face-Hands. Margaret Clarke

BACON 
BREAD 
CHOCOLATES 
CLEANING 
PRODUCTS 
COMMUNITY 

EAT 
EXERCISE 
FACEBOOK 
FRIENDLY 
HALLOUMI 
HANDS 

HELPFULL 
LOCKDOWN 
MAGAZINES 
MASKS 
MILK 
NEWS 

OFFICE 
PAPERS 
PARCELS 
PARMESAN 
PASTRIES 
POPPIN 

POST 
RESTRICTIONS 
SAFE 
SANITISER 
SAUSAGES 
STAY 

SUMMER 
TESTING 
VACCINE 
WASH 
WELL 
WHISKY 

The Poppin
 Words associated with our community shop and the times we are living in.

U Y B E C I F F O T S O P A M P N
I K K E L O C K D O W N Y I E E I
P S K E E R G I M U O L L A H O P
A I E S A N E G A S D K U S E W P
R H F S N C E T I N K D U S P F O
C W A V I A O W E N A S E M R A P
E G S A N I T I S E R T A H S C E
L P Y C G S R I R P A G M M D E A
S I A C P F L B R L A G E E N B T
E K T I R O N T O Z P P M O A O W
I X S N O I T C I R T S E R H O E
R S E E D S O N H F O C I R H K L
T I T R U H E L P F U L L R S B L
S D S M C S A U S A G E S E A S I
A W M Y T I N U M M O C E C W L L
P E R S S S S T M O P O O O K H N
R A E I N N T E S T I N G C S E M

Poppin Magazines exercise
Cleaning products summer Halloumi Greek
Restrictions bread wash hands
milk News papers facebook
Post Office stay safe Bacon
Testing Whisky community
masks Friendly chocolates
Parcels eat well Pastries
vaccine parmesan Lockdown
sanitiser Helpfull sausages

Words associated with our community shop and the times we are living in
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How to help our feathered friends through the cold weather
Here are a few ideas to help garden birds keep 
hunger at bay.  Lots of fun to make, and hours of 
bird watching from the warmth of your houses. 
Send in photos of finished feeders with our 
feathered friends to longmarstonvillage.co.uk. 

Fat cakes are a great way to keep your feathered 
friends happy and full over the winter months. 
Encourage them to make a stop at your home 
when you hang this tasty source of energy 
straight from a tree. It is also a great way to create 
a wildlife-friendly garden.

These fat cakes are best used in the winter or 
early spring, as they will melt in warmer weather. 
You can make a batch of fat cakes and keep them 
in the freezer until needed. They are a great way 
to use up some kitchen scraps such as cheese 
and dry porridge oats. However please don’t 
use any soft fats like margarines or leftover fats 
from baking trays as these can stick to the birds 
feathers. 

What you will need 
• Hard fats like lard or suet, at room temperature 
• Handful of bird seed 
• Handful of unsalted peanuts 
• Grated cheese or raisins 
• Dry leftovers like oats or bread 
•  Old and clean recyclable yoghurt pots or 

coconut shells for a plastic-free alternative
• String 
• Small stick, roughly 7-12cm long

This will make 1 to 4 fat cakes depending on size.

Method

1. Use one part fat to two parts dry mixture.

2.  Melt the fat slightly, if it hasn’t come to room 
temperature and is still a little hard.

3. Mix all ingredients together in a bowl.

4.  Make a small hole in the bottom of each of 
your yoghurt pots or coconut shells.

5.  Thread a long piece of string through the hole 
and tie it around your small stick, pulling it 
taught so the stick sits snugly against the top 
of the yoghurt pot or coconut shell. This will 
act as a perch for the birds.

6.  Scoop the mixture into the yoghurt pot or 

coconut shell, packing it tightly 
around the string ‘core’ and filling 
all the way to the top. Put 
it in the fridge until it is 
set hard.

7.  Once it is fully set, 
carefully remove the 
fat cake from its pot 
or shell. It should come 
out easily if the mixture 
is cold enough, and you can 
reuse your yoghurt 
pot or coconut shell 
to make more fat cakes 
in the future. If you have to, cut away your 
yoghurt pot to remove it. Do not forget to 
recycle it. 

8.  Tie the string over a tree or shrub branch. 
Make sure you pick somewhere away from 
cats. If you find the mixture is a bit crumbly, 
next time add a little more fat and fewer dry 
ingredients. 

Materials to make a Bird Feeder
What you will need 
•  Large, open pine cones (an excuse for a walk 

through the woods)
• Vegetable fat or lard
• Small seed bird feed
• String

Method

1. Tie string to the top of your pine cone.

2.  Soften the vegetable fat with your hands.

3.  Add in the bird seed a bit at a time until it 
sticks together easily.

4.  Gently squash all your mixture into the holes 
in your pine cones.

5.  Roll the cone in even more seed to coat the 
outside.

6.  Tie your finished feeder directly onto a tree 
branch.

7.  Make a hot chocolate and enjoy watching our 
beautiful garden birds.
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Rev. Alice Moira (Tirsh) Grigor 
9th May 1949 ~ 27th December 2020

We were sad to hear that Revd Tirsh Grigor 
passed away on 27th December 2020 at her 
home in Scotland.

Tirsh was a much loved Priest and Rector of 
Welford, Weston, Quinton and Long Marston 
from 2006 until her retirement in 2015. Her 
funeral took place on Friday 8th January 2021 
in St Regulus Episcopal Church, Cromarty, 
Scotland.

Friends and relatives have given the 
following tribute to Tirsh:

Priest, relative, neighbour, friend - in every 
role Moira (Tirsh) was a true force of nature. 
Checking out with old acquaintances and 
former colleagues - everyone who knew her 
emphasises her powerful energy and stamina, 
her courage, her generosity, her skill as a 
cook, her love of fine art and music and her 
sense of style. But Moira saw herself first and 
foremost as a farmer’s daughter from Killen. 
She loved coming back to her family and roots 
in Cromarty. Habits of hard work and early 
rising and a love of life out of doors - these 
are habits she was born to.  

Moira trained and worked originally as a 
Primary Teacher. Miss Grigor was known as 
an exacting and charismatic teacher who 

set incredibly high standards for her pupils, 
believing they could and should aim for the 
stars. 

However, Moira felt she was being drawn more 
and more to explore her Christian faith and 
spent time as a postulant with the community 
of the Church of the Holy Name near Malvern 
- however being a nun was not her vocation 
and she was called to train for the priesthood. 
She became an amazingly hardworking, 
creative, available and enabling parish priest.  

Moira’s love of dogs has to be noted. With her 
clear personal authority, she was something 
of an expert trainer and a dog whisperer. She 
would tell stories of correcting the behaviour 
of dogs she had known down south by talking 
to them over the telephone when she moved 
to Cromarty. She dog-sat enthusiastically 
over the years and she will be very glad to be 
reunited with her own dog, Oscar.

Fine art mattered hugely to Moira. Her 
holidays were built round cultural trips - to 
Madrid so she could visit the Prado, to Vienna 
- to visit the Kunsthistorisches museum. 
Collecting art and buying stylish clothes were 
both passions - her eye for colour, and her 
taste were impeccable. As a busy parish priest 
she always had a chic continental panache. 
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As recently as November Moira assembled a 
picnic for her friend and they had a wonderful 
jaunt to her favourite Highland gallery 

Moira in retirement 
Moira went to live back in the Highlands for 
her retirement, settling in Cromarty. She 
gave herself 6 months to find her feet before 
taking on any responsibilities at church but 
during which time she started to reach out 
to neighbours and make friends amongst us. 
Her generous hospitality was wonderful to 
experience.

Moira led services at St Regulus on a regular 
basis and helped with the Sunday Club – 
including setting up an Easter Egg hunt in the 
woods. She would get stuck in with projects 
where others might think – we can’t do that 
or it would be too much bother. During these 
energetic years it was commented that ‘Moira 
has enough energy to power the national grid’ 

Moira loved to dance, not only at parties, but 
also took up Salsa and Tango classes through 
which she made many friends and enjoyed 
many social events with them. 

She also took up Coastal rowing and loved it - 
often rowing 6 or 7 times a week. One of her 
rowing team said that when they were out on 
the water and it got a bit choppy, they would 
say – ‘we’ll be alright – we’ve got the Minister 
with us’. She inspired confidence. 

Moira spent her 70th birthday on Iona and 
had a wonderful few days, enjoying services 
at the Abbey, browsing in the bookshop and 
having excellent meals at the Argyll Hotel but 
not long after that she was diagnosed with 
advanced cancer. 

After her diagnosis she said that she had had 
a bit of a wobble for a couple of days but 
soon got on with life - she knew she would be 
going to have chemotherapy and had been 
told she would not be able to row which was 
such a blow to her. However, Moira continued 
to dance through chemo – she always looked 
so well and would say ‘I have got Stage 4 
cancer – really?’ All her friends found it hard 
to believe that their wonderful, indestructible 
Moira had cancer. 

Then came lockdown and Moira was told to 
stay at home and ‘shield’; Tango and Salsa 
dancing stopped. Life changed significantly. 
Moira developed a new rhythm to her life 
– reinstated some of the spiritual practices 
of her time as a nun, listened to all of 
Beethoven’s piano sonatas – of which there 
are 32, and learnt German.

Although her life became limited in activities 
outside of home, Moira always had a story 
to tell and visits to her consisted of lively 
conversation.

At the beginning of December Moira spent 4 
days working on an Advent window – there 
was a trail of Advent windows being put 
up throughout Cromarty – which involved 
cutting out black card and using tissue paper 
– Moira being Moira wanted the Angel Gabriel 
in her picture to be wearing a Cromba Rowing 
sweatshirt. She produced a really complex 
window that was lit on Dec 2nd and on each 
night until the day she died. 

Moira was so grateful for the help and support 
of her cousin David and his wife Suzanne 
and their sons and was so looking forward 
to spending Christmas Day with them – it is 
wonderful that she was able to really enjoy 
that day.

We will each look back at our involvement 
with Moira and have our own memories 
of her. We have lost someone who added 
so much to our lives – she was fun and 
colourful, she was strong and talented and 
most importantly, Moira had faith at her core. 
One of her favourite hymns was ‘All my hope 
on God is founded’. She had an inner peace. 
Near the end of her life when she talked about 
the duration of her life being limited she said 
these words: ‘I am OK with that. I am content. 
It’s all good’. 

Those are beautiful memories of Tirsh, our 
Priest and our friend, for whom we give 
thanks to God for all she meant to each one 
of us.

Rest in Peace Tirsh x 
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COMMUNITY FOOD SHARE/CARE
These are uncertain times. We are mindful of the impact that this can impose upon some 
of our community, possibly resulting in dramatic changes to personal circumstances - be 
it health and/or financial difficulties. As a community, we shall continue to pull together, 
offering support and assistance. 

We have the following support systems in place:

Community Care – collection and delivery of prescriptions/shopping to vulnerable or 
isolating households. Please contact Simon Hanagarth (07955885529) or Matt Neville 
(07753904304).

Community Food Share – Operated by a small team of volunteers who distribute 
food to those who require extra help during this pandemic. Please contact Stephenie 
Hillier (07720 975023) or Debbie Woodliffe (07845 437702). All inquiries and 
conversations are strictly confidential.

If you would like to donate food towards 
The Community Food Share there will be a 
collection box outside The Poppin, Long 
Marston and inside Londis, Meon Vale.

Thank you!
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Does all this feel a bit like the 
1990’s film Groundhog Day? 

The basis of the film is that the main character 
(played by Bill Murray) wakes up each morning 
to relive the same day – if you haven’t seen it, it 
might provide some light entertainment at the 
moment.

I wonder if your days are starting to feel a bit like 
that? Mine are! Do you wake up saying “Here 
comes another day of lockdown”? I note that my 
colleague Reverend Yvette Grundy wrote the last 
Parish Magazine article as we had ‘just entered our 
second ‘lockdown’’ and as it turns out I write this 
on the first day of ‘Lockdown 3’. 

Does life feel like it is going round in circles, with 
the return to home working, home schooling, 
home… surviving!? For many of us the resounding 
answer to that question is likely to be a big YES! 
And then there are those who are keyworkers, 
particularly those in education, medicine, and care, 
who are wondering when the workload is going to 
finally get easier – a continued THANK YOU to all 
of you. For us in your local church, the constant 
change in guidelines has also presented many 
challenges, particularly with services (which now 
return to online only) and also as we work with 
others to support those on their own and some 
of the vulnerable in our communities, but please 
know that our continued prayers are with you at 
these challenging times.

Some of you may have managed to attend local or 
online services at Christmas or perhaps listened to 
those on the radio. This, I hope, would have been 
a reminder of what Christmas is all about, and the 
mystery and hope that is found in the birth of a 
baby 2000 years ago. This extract from John’s 
Gospel reminds us:

‘This, you see, is how much God loved the world: 
enough to give his only, special son, so that 
everyone who believes in him should not be lost 
but should share in the life of God’s new age.’ 
John 3:16 (Bible for Everyone)

If you are feeling lost, angry, and frustrated with 
the current situation we find ourselves in, know 
that Jesus came to give us hope, hope for new life 
and hope for a relationship with God. In the film 
‘Ground Hog Day’ Bill Murray’s character realised 
his only way out of the ever-repetitive days, was to 

get his actions and relationships with others right. 
Once he did this, the next time he woke up it was 
finally the next day. Perhaps lockdown provides 
us with something similar. Maybe it provides a 
space for us to reassess what is important in life, 
maybe it gives space for us to reflect on what ‘the 
meaning of life’ is. In February we will be running 
another Alpha Course over zoom. It is a forum to 
ask questions and reflect on the Christian faith. If 
you are wondering where God is in all that is going 
on (or even if you are not) come and join us. A 
sense of what the Alpha course is like can be found 
here - www.tinyurl.com/3dvkvpe8. Further details 
will be circulated via email and Facebook so watch 
this space.

In the meantime, if you know of anyone in need or 
lonely do contact one of the members of clergy 
and we’ll do our best to provide help.

Otherwise, ‘stay safe’ and I hope that the next 
time I write, it won’t be the beginning of another 
lockdown!

Every blessing 

Reverend Jim  
Curate of Quinton, Welford, Weston and 
Marston Sicca

Zoom Link 
www.tinyurl.com/1n73ed7x 
Meeting ID: 280 425 9644 Password: 390290 

Online Zoom Church Services 
Sunday Morning Service - 10am (Zoom link above)

Kids Church – 11:15am 
(1st & 3rd Sundays) Contact Reverend Ros 
Greenhalgh for login details – 01789 751546, 
revdrosgreenhalgh@gmail.com

Morning Prayer on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday at 10am (Zoom link above)

Evening Prayer every day at 6.30pm 
Contact John Ryder for login details - 
doctorjohnryder@hotmail.co.uk

Zoom Coffee Morning - Wednesday at 10.20am 
Join us for a coffee and chat after Morning Prayer 
(Zoom link above)
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Long Marston Gardening Club
Unfortunately, due to the current pandemic, 
we still do not have any visits planned, but 
I have a few suggestions for work on your 
garden in February. 

It is time to do some pruning on your group 
2 or 3 Clematis, Wisteria, Winter Jasmine, 
Hydrangea, Buddleia, Cornus, Mahonia, 
Evergreen shrubs, Climbing and Bush Roses. 
You can also sow Sweet Peas, start chitting 
seed potatoes and cut back Sedums.

Refer to Sundaygardener.co.uk for “What to 
do in your garden in February”.

Please go to the link below for advice on 
hedge cutting: 
www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/advice/
gardening-for-wildlife/plants-for-wildlife/
garden-hedges/hedge-law

Stay safe and happy gardening 
Wiggy Taylor 01789 720275

Community Tree Planting Day

Saturday December 19th saw members 
of our community plant trees with local 
charity ‘Forest of Hearts’ at Barley 
Fields, Long Marston. 

This was the second tree planting event in 
consecutive days after the charity’s Green 
Therapy group had made a great start the 
day before. 

Volunteers donned wellies and Christmas 
jumpers and armed themselves with spades 
as they planted 1,000 trees. Mulled wine 
and mince pies were gladly forced upon us 
by two generous individuals, Marcus and 
Lesley. 

The trees were planted to create much 
needed hedgerow, which will see the 
area benefit greatly, as it will increase 
the biodiversity of the landscape, provide 
a suitable windbreak, and soak up air 
pollution. 

The event complied with social distancing 
throughout and was a big success. 

Thank you to everybody who attended 
and for your hard work. To keep up to date 
with all future projects, follow us on social 
media@forestofhearts or check out our 
website forestofhearts.com.  

Forest of Hearts @ Barley Fields 

Saturday December 19th saw members of our community plant trees with 
local charity ‘Forest of Hearts’ at Barley Fields, Long Marston.  

This was the second tree planting event in consecutive days after the 
charity’s Green Therapy group had made a great start the day before.  

Volunteers donned wellies and Christmas jumpers and armed themselves 
with spades as they planted 1,000 trees. Mulled wine and mince pies were 
gladly forced upon us by two generous individuals, Marcus and Lesley.  

The trees were planted to create much needed hedgerow, which will see the 
area benefit greatly, as it will increase the biodiversity of the landscape, 
provide a suitable windbreak, and soak up air pollution.  

The event complied with social distancing throughout and was a big success.  

Thank you to everybody who attended and for your hard work. To keep up to 
date with all future projects, follow us on social media @forestofhearts or 
check out our website forestofhearts.com.   

PLANT 
TREES 
PLANT 
HOPE 
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Covering the whole of 
Stratford-upon-Avon

We offer grass and hedge 
cutting for all size gardens.

For a friendly quote 
please call or text Jake on  
07873 592707

J & H 
Gardening and 

Tree Surgery

Milla 
Jackson

Painting and 
Decorating Service

No job too big or small 
Professional Service

07821 782943 
01789 750879

Stratford 
Home & Garden Ltd

Handyman Services • Property Repairs • Garden Maintenance

Dmitri Hancock

Mobile: 01789 720099 or 0778 347 5552 
e-mail: contact@stratfordhomeandgarden.co.uk 

www.stratfordhomeandgarden.co.uk
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Pia Wilkes cbe

Just after Christmas one of our village 
neighbours had a lovely surprise. Pia Wilkes 
was made an honorary Commander of the 
Most Excellent Order of the British Empire 
(CBE) by her Majesty the Queen for services 
to Motor Transport.

Pia has worked in in the automotive industry 
since arriving in the UK from Denmark more 
than 25 years ago. She is the CEO at the VCA 
(Vehicle Certification Agency), an executive 
agency of the Department for Transport, 
where she works to ensure vehicles meet the 
required safety and environmental standards 
before they are produced and sold.

A qualified automotive engineer, Pia has held 
a number of senior positions in both the 
private and public sectors and across a range 
of functions, including engineering, technical 
sales and business development. Her career 
started in the vehicle engineering group at 

Lotus Engineering, where she was a part of 
the team approving the very first Lotus Elise. 
She moved to Tom Walkinshaw Racing and 
Prodrive before joining the civil service and 
DfT for the first time in 2004. She led the Test 
Engineering and Certification product groups 
at Horiba MIRA before re-joining VCA as the 
CEO in 2016.

Pia is passionate about inspiring more woman 
to pursue a career in engineering and helping 
them to realise their full potential, both 
professionally and personally. In addition, 
she is championing diversity and inclusion, 
with particular focus on Neurodiversity and 
embracing the value that individuals with 
conditions such as autism can bring to the 
workplace and the wider societal impact this 
can have.

(cake by Sally McCluskey, Cake Vision. Sally can 
be reached through The Bakers Dozens fb page)

PIA WILKES CBE  

Just after Christmas one of our village neighbours 
had a lovely surprise. Pia Wilkes was made an 
honorary Commander of the Most Excellent Order of 
the British Empire (CBE) by her Majesty the Queen 
for services to Motor Transport. 

Pia has worked in in the automotive industry since 
arriving in the UK from Denmark more than 25 years 
ago. She is the CEO at the VCA (Vehicle 
Certification Agency), an executive agency of the 
Department for Transport, where she works to 
ensure vehicles meet the required safety and 
environmental standards before they are produced 
and sold. 

A qualified automotive engineer, Pia has held a number of senior positions in both 
the private and public sectors and across a range of functions, including engineering, 
technical sales and business development. Her career started in the vehicle 
engineering group at Lotus Engineering, where she was a part of the team approving 
the very first Lotus Elise. She moved to Tom Walkinshaw Racing and Prodrive 
before joining the civil service and DfT for the first time in 2004. She led the Test 
Engineering and Certification product groups at Horiba MIRA before re-joining VCA 
as the CEO in 2016. 

Pia is passionate about inspiring more woman to pursue a career in engineering and 
helping them to realise their full potential, both professionally and personally. In 
addition, she is championing diversity and inclusion, with particular focus on 
Neurodiversity and embracing the value that individuals with conditions such as 
autism can bring to the workplace and the wider societal impact this can have. 

(cake by Sally McCluskey, Cake Vision. Sally can be reached through The Bakers 
Dozens fb page) 
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Contacts
PARISH COUNCILLORS 
Ian Johnsey Chairman 

Bill Tempest Vice Chairman 

Anthony Hodges Councillor 

Noel Davis Councillor 

Michael Hillier Councillor 

Margaret Clarke Councillor 

Barbara Craig Councillor 

Debbie Woodliffe Clerk 

01789 721881 

marstonsicca@gmail.com

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Steph Hillier 07720 975023 

marstoneditor@yahoo.com

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS 
Jackie Johnson 01789 720328

THE POPPIN VILLAGE STORE 
01789 721011

THE POST OFFICE, 
LONG MARSTON 01789 721411

NOMINATED SAFE-GUARDING 
PERSON 

Liz Marcuse 01789 720796

DEFIBRILLATOR 

This is located outside the Poppin shop. 

A 999 call giving the location will provide 

a code and method of use.

ST JAMES THE GREAT 

Rector Rev Ros Greenhalgh 

01789 751546 

revdrosgreenhalgh@gmail.com 

Church Warden Carol Watts  

01789 507319

POLICE 

Emergency only – 999 

Non urgent contact – 101

SHIPSTON-ON-STOUR 
SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD 
TEAM 

www.safer-neighbourhoods.co.uk/ship

PCSO 6230 Emma Turner 

PCSO 6040 Fin Moore 

PC 1508 Sid Hammond 

Shipston Police Station 01789 444670 

shipston.snt@warwickshire.police.uk 

www.facebook.com/ShipstonPolice

Crimestoppers 0800 555111

WEBSITE 

www.longmarstonvillage.co.uk
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LOCAL PHOTOGRAPHY SERVICES
COMMERCIAL | PORTRAIT | FAMILY | WEDDING

www.simonhanagarthphotography.co.uk | 01789 439 789 | 07955 885529


