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PAGES FARM SHOP, 

Stratford Road, Mickleton, GL55 6SU. 

Norwegian non drop Christmas trees, now in stock.  

Prices start at £20. 

Free local delivery 

Joe and Heather would like to wish you all a very merry Christmas 
and a happy new year for 2021. 
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Parish Council News
The Parish Council welcomed the company 
of residents though the meeting over run 
somewhat! 

Concerns were raised over the site allocation 
plan relating to Barley Fields, Cllr Tempest 
advised the village is already considerably 
oversubscribed with new houses and this 
specific site is outside the village boundary. 
Having had the original application and appeal 
turned down the council could not understand 
why the site was in the plan. Council is 
investigating.

A further resident mentioned the play area, 
the poor condition of the boundary fence and 
overall need for various actions to be taken 
on the site. The council confirmed discussions 
are already underway to change the boundary 
fence (possibly reconfiguring the lay out of the 
play area) and to replace static play equipment 
with more interesting items for our younger 

residents. The council also agreed to pursue a 
much- needed dog bin to avoid the play area 
bin being used.

Cllr. Perteghella discussed reserve sites, how 
some have materialised and how all efforts 
are continuing to protect the Meon Vale 
wooded area including the extensive list of 
organisations that have been contacted to 
support the cause. 

Cllr Brain confirmed his assistance in helping 
us secure the 2 build out traffic calming 
scheme for the village. A break down of the 
monies were noted IN Cllr. Brains report 
which amount to approx. £37k (made up 
from the various S106 monies secured from 
development sites in the village). Cllr Hillier 
had been in contact with Highways who had 
confirmed instruction to start was made to fit 
within the current financial year. Plans showing 
the build out will be posted on the Parish 
Council website.

Editor’s Notes
Congratulations to Jude Byrne, whose picture had 
been picked from all the entries for the Christmas 
drawing competition. The front cover looks amazing! 

A huge thank you to everyone that entered. Your 
pictures are fantastic! I will be bringing you all a surprise. 
And a special thank you to Katie Hanagarth for judging. 

I would like to thank everyone for all their support since 
September. I can honestly say that being editor was 
never on my agenda, and, considering this year where 
we have been restricted on so many levels, you have all 
managed to support and contribute. Thank you.

I truly hope this Christmas could be “the best we ever 
had”, as the poem says. Let’s just make it the best we 
can, with what we have.

Merry Christmas and a Happy and prosperous 
gin-filled New Year!
Steph

Christmas Poem
Life was a little strange this year

and the world seemed so unsure,

but one thing that we learnt was that

we could not love each other more.

We lived a moment in history,

our lives changed beyond doubt,

but we learnt the true meaning

of what family is about.

We will hold our loved ones a little tighter

and celebrate what we have,

to make Christmas 2020

the best we ever had!

PAGES FARM SHOP, 

Stratford Road, Mickleton, GL55 6SU. 

Norwegian non drop Christmas trees, now in stock.  

Prices start at £20. 

Free local delivery 

Joe and Heather would like to wish you all a very merry Christmas 
and a happy new year for 2021. 
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Cllr Brain also discussed the wooded area 
having completed a recent walk of the site with 
a senior ecologist from WCC. Further support 
and evidence to protect the area is greatly 
appreciated.

Cllr Tempest confirmed a more detailed 
report had been prepared with regards to the 
wooded area with the council unanimously in 
agreement. The Parish Council then discussed 
reserve sites generally with decisions made 
regarding formal Parish Council comment. 
This included an objection to any proposed 
development to Barley Fields and for the same 
reason, to object to any further development 
to the Lagan Home site (largely based on Long 
Marston being a Category 4 / Tier 7 village). 
Councillors agreed however to approve the 
reserve site for Park House. Generally, with 
regards to site allocation plan/reserves site 
(with now ‘preferred reserve sites’) the council 
felt frustrated and baffled particularly as one 
of the sites in question had not only a planning 
application declined but an appeal also. 

The Council were pleased to see further 
development to the Community Centre/ 
Pavilion within Meon Vale. The centre has 
been decorated and almost ready to open 
as the Pavilion coffee shop. The current lock 
down has enabled the team to organise the 
final touches and to prepare for opening early 
December. This project has been created 
through combined effort of Quinton Parish 
Council, Marston Sicca Parish Council and 
a tenacious group of people committed to 
getting it ready. Details of the opening will be 
advertised shortly. 

The council were equally optimistic about the 
allotments and the conclusion of a tenant 
agreement with St Modwen. Final details are 
currently being finalised and terms will be 
publicised on the Parish Council website and in 
the next newsletter for interested residents.

DEC 2020 PLANNING REPORT

1. 20/02745/OUT 
 Airfield House, Lower Quinton  
Outline application for the erection of up 
to 66 dwellings with all matters reserved 

(appearance, landscaping, layout, and scale) 
access, including demolition of existing 
dwelling and scrap yard buildings and 
associated works. 
Decision: Support this application

2. 18/01892/OUT LMA 31,00 
Highways England have requested a further 
3 months delay in considering the application 
until Cala address outstanding issues that 
affect the Strategic Road Network. 
Decision: No action required

3. 20/00608/REM LMA 400 
First 154 dwellings to be build by Vistry 
Still awaiting Reserved Matters Approval 
Decision: No action required

4. 19/02678/REM 
Phase 4E, for 97 dwellings at Meon Vale, 
Application approved

HOW TO RESPOND TO THE SITE 
ALLOCATION CONSULTATION

Search for Stratford Allocation Consultation

‘How can we help’ – Site Allocation Plan 
Preferred Options – search

Select interactive version of 
document to reply by email

Scroll to page 78 and select Rural.4 (Meon 
Woodlands) to bring up comments page

Fill in your comments and press submit

Scroll to page 179 and repeat above for the 
following sites:

LMAR.A (Park House for 9 dwellings)

LMAR.B (Barley Fields for 15 dwellings)

LMAR.C (north of Perry Orchard and behind 
Rumer Close for 18 dwellings)

LMD.A (adjacent to MeonVale and south of 
Station Road for 105 dwellings)

CONSULTATION CLOSES AT 
5pm on Friday 18th December

Next Meeting 21st December 
Debbie Woodliffe Parish Clerk 



5

We had our ‘Virtual General Meeting’ on 
Wednesday 11 November. Contact with 
all Members was achieved by email and/or 
phone calls as appropriate.

The Committee remains the same with 
the addition of Diana Rippin. After many 
years as President, Carol Watts decided 
to resign this year. She had maintained a 
united W.I. very well over the years, with a 
few younger members joining.

Diana Rippin was proposed to take 
on Presidency, she agreed, and was 

unanimously voted 
to fill the place.

We look forward 
to the time when 
we can to have a proper meeting to say 
good luck in the future to Carol, and 
welcoming Diana taking on the role.

We always welcome new Members and 
anyone interested please contact 
Liz Marcuse on 01789 720796.

Liz Marcuse

Long Marston Ladies 
Who would have thought this time last 
year that 2020 would turn out to be 
the most surreal times of our lives. Long 
Marston Ladies organised Zoom events 
with a Body Shop and Jewellery shopping 
evening held in November, while in 
December Mary Day will be guiding us 
through a Christmas decoration workshop. 

The LML book library in the bus shelter 
is proving to be very popular, with a large 
turnover of books.

It is uncertain when we can hold meetings 
again, but each Long Marston Lady 
is assured we will return, and in the 
meantime, we are available for any help or 
support they need.

Angela and Sheila on behalf of all 
Long Marston Ladies wish you and yours a 
very Happy Christmas.

Long Marston W.I.

Nico Houghton 6th December 
Henry Dudgeon-Beetham 22nd December 

Lauren Bennett 6th December 
Zoe Hancox 26th December 
Mollie Bluck 9th December 

Clara Hayhurst 24th January

If you would like your child’s birthday to 
appear in the newsletter, please email me: 

marstoneditor@yahoo.com

 
 
 
 
 
 

Nosh and Natter Group for over 55s

Luncheons, Trips and Holidays, Meon Tea 
and Chatter and Nosh on Wheels

At the time of going to press we are only 
able to organise Nosh on Wheels due to 

Covid 19 for our members.
However, this has been well received and 

we wish to thank all the members that 
participate for their support and generous 

comments. 
Hopefully, sometime soon, we will be able to 

start our other events/activities
Keep safe and remember – 

Hands. Face. Space.
Please contact Barbara for more 
information on 07771708151
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CRATE STORAGE
CONTAINER STORAGE

SELF-STORE ROOMS
CARAVAN STORAGE

VEHICLE STORAGE
REMOVALS

WAREHOUSING
OFFICES

COMMERCIAL AND DOMESTIC SELF-STORAGE
STARTING FROM £39pcm

01789 720027
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Report from your District Councillor

Dear Residents
Hope you are all keeping well 
and safe in these challenging 
times. At the time of writing, 
we find ourselves in the second 

national lockdown, which should 
last to the beginning of December. 

After this, the government will review 
the situation with regards to Covid-19 infection 
rates, and we should go back to a tiered system.

What a year this has been! We have been faced with 
so many unprecedented challenges. What has been 
amazing is the way so many people in our village 
have risen to these challenges. We have had to adapt 
quickly and learn new ways of interacting virtually 
with family, friends, colleagues and neighbours; our 
local schools, children, parents and carers had to 
adapt to new ways of teaching and learning, including 
homeschooling. Community events and village 
celebrations had to be cancelled or done in different 
ways. We learned to shield the most vulnerable, 
and to wear face masks as a matter of routine. We 
clapped for our brave NHS nurses and doctors and 
other key workers. Thank you to the community 
volunteers for supporting our vulnerable residents 
and those who need to self-isolate. Please do get in 
contact if you need help or assistance and I will be 
very happy to help our community as best I can. 

I’ve been attending Marston Sicca Parish council 
meetings and liaising with your parish council about 
district matters in Long Marston and Meon Vale. 

Elizabeth House 
The District Council offices at Elizabeth House in 
Stratford are closed to the public for the duration of 
the lockdown. The contact centre remains open for 
residents to speak by telephone to staff (during office 
hours) on 01789 267575, and customers will still be 
able to access many services online at www.stratford.
gov.uk 

As with the first lockdown, arrangements will 
be made for residents in an emergency, such as 
homelessness, to speak by a phone link in the outer 
lobby of Elizabeth House to a member of staff. They 
can also call 01789 260861.

The Test and Trace Support Payment  
The Council is administering this support payment 
which has been announced by the Government for 

residents who are struggling to self-isolate due to 
financial constraints. Individuals who are required 
to self-isolate and who meet the benefits-linked 
eligibility criteria will be entitled to £500. This will be 
payable as a lump sum.

These changes came into effect on 28 September, 
alongside the legal duty to self-isolate. Individuals 
who are eligible will be able to make a backdated 
claim. 

The scheme will run until 31 January 2021. This is 
the link to more details and to the application form: 
www.stratford.gov.uk/benefits-support/test-and-
trace-support-payment.cfm

Help for Local Businesses 
Businesses across the District that are required to 
close due to local lockdowns or targeted restrictions 
will now be able to receive grants worth up to 
£3,000 per month. To be eligible for the grant, the 
business would need to have been open as usual 
and providing in-person services to customers but 
has been required to close due to local COVID-19 
restrictions. 

Payment thresholds for eligible businesses: 
i. For properties with a rateable value of £15k or 
under, grants to be £1,334 per month, or £667 per 
2 week period of closure;

ii. For properties with a rateable value of between 
£15k-£51k grants to be £2,000 per month, or 
£1,000 per2 week period of closure;

iii. For properties with a rateable value of £51k or 
over grants to be £3,000 per month, or £1,500 per 
2 week period of closure.

Please see this link for eligibility and updates: 
www.stratford.gov.uk/coronavirus/local-restrictions-
support-grant-national-lockdown.cfm 

Committee and Panels 
I sit on the Climate Change panel, which had its first 
meeting in October, and l look forward to ensuring 
that the climate emergency declared by the Council 
informs all aspects of local governance. In the 
meantime, a new climate change supplementary 
planning document (SPD) for new homes and 
extensions has been adopted by the Council, having 
been delayed by the pandemic. I also sit on the Audit 
and Standards Committee and on the Electoral 
Boundary Review working group.

Report from your District Councillor 

Dear Residents 
 
Hope you are all keeping well and safe in these 
challenging times. At the time of writing, we find ourselves 
in the second national lockdown, which should last to the 
beginning of December. After this, the government will 
review the situation with regards to Covid-19 infection 
rates, and we should go back to a tiered system. 
 
What a year this has been! We have been faced with so 
many unprecedented challenges. 
What has been amazing is the way so many people in our 
village have risen to these challenges. We have had to 

adapt quickly and learn new ways of interacting virtually with family, friends, colleagues 
and neighbours; our local schools, children, parents and carers had to adapt to new 
ways of teaching and learning, including homeschooling. Community events and village 
celebrations had to be cancelled or done in different ways.  We learned to shield the 
most vulnerable, and to wear face masks as a matter of routine. We clapped for our 
brave NHS nurses and doctors and other key workers. Thank you to the community 
volunteers for supporting our vulnerable residents and those who need to self-isolate. 
Please do get in contact if you need help or assistance and I will be very happy to help 
our community as best I can.  
I’ve been attending Marston Sicca Parish council meetings and liaising with your parish 
council about district matters in Long Marston and Meon Vale.  
 
Elizabeth House 
The District Council offices at Elizabeth House in Stratford are closed to the public for 
the duration of the lockdown. The contact centre remains open for residents to speak by 
telephone to staff (during office hours) on 01789 267575, and customers will still be able 
to access many services online at www.stratford.gov.uk   

As with the first lockdown, arrangements will be made for residents in an emergency, 
such as homelessness, to speak by a phone link in the outer lobby of Elizabeth House 
to a member of staff. They can also call 01789 260861. 

 
The Test and Trace Support Payment  
The Council is administering this support payment which has been announced by the 
Government for residents who are struggling to self-isolate due to financial constraints. 
Individuals who are required to self-isolate and who meet the benefits-linked eligibility 
criteria will be entitled to £500. This will be payable as a lump sum. These changes 
came into effect on 28 September, alongside the legal duty to self-isolate. 
Individuals who are eligible will be able to make a backdated claim.  
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Motion for a Declaration of a Biodiversity 
Emergency  
As I wrote in my previous report, at the full Council 
meeting in October, my group leader Cllr Susan 
Juned and I proposed a motion to act on the 
biodiversity crisis, calling for Council policy to 
promote an increase in areas rich in habitats and 
ensuring sustainable and significant biodiversity gain 
from new developments, among other calls to action. 
This motion has not been presented to the Cabinet 
yet. I will update you once it is presented to Cabinet. 

Below follows the whole text of the motion. 

MOTION FOR A DECLARATION OF A 
BIODIVERSITY EMERGENCY – Oct 2020  
We are facing a biodiversity crisis. We advocate 
action at both the national and local levels to 
preserve and enhance biodiversity. We also 
recognise the importance of a healthy and biodiverse 
environment that ensures our future prosperity and 
the wellbeing of all who live and work in the District.

We request that the Council lobby the government 
to meet its own international commitments on 
biodiversity, but we want to do our bit locally as well! 
We call for an increase in areas considered rich in 
habitats by initiating the development of Council 
policy and practices on biodiversity and ensuring 
sustainable and significant biodiversity gain from new 
developments, and call for new biodiversity sites to be 
included as part of the next Local Plan. 

We therefore pledge to provide leadership and to 
work with all organisational departments, partners 
and our communities to reverse the decline in 
biodiversity and deliver measurable biodiversity net 
gain within the District. 

We ask Council to develop local measures to prevent 
the loss of and to enhance biodiversity and: 

(1) Develop the excellent work of the Development 
Requirements Supplementary Planning Document 
(SPD) Part N in the Core strategy Review. 

(2) Pledge to secure future measurable biodiversity 
net gain, building on past achievements.

(3) Make the Council estate more hospitable to a 
wide range of plants and animals, including on our 
parks and open spaces. 

(4) Ensure the delivery of biodiversity enhancements 
through our future planning policy and development 
control functions by ensuring that the Core Strategy 

will enable the development of a mandatory 
biodiversity net gain policy for the District, ensuring 
that this is a core principle for all future development. 

(5) Designate more Local Green Spaces in the Core 
Strategy to meet the desire for communities to be 
able to access nature rich areas for health and well-
being. 

Site Allocation Plan (SAP) 2020 
PUBLIC CONSULTATION  
The main purpose of the SAP is to identify reserve 
housing sites in case any of the sites identified for 
housing development in the Council’s Core Strategy 
fail to materialise. This version of the SAP also puts 
forward preferred options of Self-build and Custom-
build sites, Built-Up Area Boundaries, Employment 
sites, A46 Safeguarding, and specific sites proposals 
allocated to housing. It will therefore enable 
communities to know where new development may 
happen in the future. The Preferred Option of the 
SAP 2020 is currently out for public consultation, 
and therefore it is important that residents make 
their views known in the current consultation. The 
Parish Council and I, as your ward member, will also 
contribute to the public consultation and I’m liaising 
with the Parish Council on the various sites. I leave 
below some more information and links about how to 
contribute to the SAP 2020 consultation.

Link to documents and forms to complete for public 
consultation can be found on the Council’s website: 
www.stratford.gov.uk/sappo 

The most important document is the “Site Allocation 
Plan Preferred Options (October 2020)”.

Meon Vale Woodland in the SAP 
The Specific Site Proposal for 300 houses on the 
beautiful woodland in Meon Vale is found on RURAL 
4. Proposal Meon Vale (Former Long Marston Depot) 
p.78 of the SAP 2020. I’m liaising with your Parish 
Council and the Friends of Meon Vale Woodland 
Walk about our responses. The Residents’ campaign 
group has a dedicated website now which assists with 
submitting your views savemeonwoods.com.

As you know, I proposed at the October Council 
meeting an amendment which would have allowed 
the Meon Vale woodland to be included in the SAP 
not as a Site allocated for development, but as a 
Safeguarded Site because of its importance for green 
infrastructure, climate change mitigation, biodiversity, 
community wellbeing. The amendment was defeated 
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20 to 14 in the ensuing vote. I would like to ask you 
whether you would consider commenting on the 
inclusion of the Meon Vale woodland in the SAP as 
allocated for up to 300 houses. Many thanks to those 
who have already done so.

The SAP also proposes 4 Reserve Housing Sites for 
the parish of Long Marston. General information 
about reserve sites can be found in Chapter 2 and 
more specific information about the village’s 3 
reserve sites can be found on pages 236-241 and an 
additional reserve site near Meon Vale can be found 
on page 96

You can see the maps of all sites on the document 
titled ‘settlements maps’ but also at the end of the 
SAP document.

There is also Rural 5. Proposal for the Long Marston 
Garden Village (page 81 of the SAP 2020).

How to Comment on the Public Consultation 
The public consultation on the SAP 2020 started on 
29th October for 7 weeks (to 18th December) and 
parish councils and residents can comment directly 
on the interactive version of the document on the 
Council’s website, or download a form to fill with 
comments and email this to policy.consultation@
stratford-dc.gov.uk 

You can also send your comments to Policy Team at 
Stratford District Council offices via surface mail and 
paper copies of forms can be requested. For those of 
you who want further detail, all the documents can be 
viewed here: www.stratford.gov.uk/sappo

 124 Houses– Garden village 
Long Marston 
The first 400 houses for the 3500 home-garden 
village have previously been granted permission and 
work has already started on these dwellings. The 
remaining 3100 would require infrastructure in 
place before been built, unless ‘spare road capacity’ 
is found, as defined in the Core Strategy. 124 houses 
from these 3100 dwellings have been put forward 
by Cala in a recent planning application together 
with a transport assessment. I objected to these 
proposals, in particular because of the adverse 
impact of additional car trips in surrounding villages. 
To make new developments less car-dependent 
there must be an integrated public transport system, 
including regular subsidised buses which all residents, 
including those on low incomes, can afford, and rail 
shuttles and/or rail transport, and safe walking and 
cycling connectivity designed into the settlement. 
Transport infrastructure must be sustainable and fully 
integrated.

Finally…

Happy, Happy Christmas and a message of 
hope for a better, brighter New Year 2021 to 
one and all!

Buon Natale e Felice anno nuovo!

Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any query, 
issue or concern you might have.

Stay safe and warmest best wishes 

Cllr Manuela Perteghella 
07870 488071 
Manuela.perteghella@stratford-dc.gov.uk

Facebook: www.facebook.com/
CllrManuelaPerteghellaWelford

the Parish Council on the various sites. I leave below some more information and links 
about how to contribute to the SAP 2020 consultation. 

Link to documents and forms to complete for public consultation can be found on the 
Council’s website: www.stratford.gov.uk/sappo  
The most important document is the “Site Allocation Plan Preferred Options (October 
2020)”. 

Meon Vale Woodland in the SAP 

The Specific Site Proposal for 300 houses on the beautiful woodland in Meon Vale is 
found on RURAL 4. Proposal Meon Vale (Former Long Marston Depot) p.78 of the SAP 
2020.  I'm liaising with your Parish Council and the Friends of Meon Vale Woodland 
Walk about our responses. The Residents' campaign group has a dedicated website 
now which assists with submitting your views https://savemeonwoods.com/ 

As you know, I proposed at the October Council meeting an amendment which would 
have allowed the Meon Vale woodland to be included in the SAP not as a Site allocated 
for development, but as a Safeguarded Site because of its importance for green 
infrastructure, climate change mitigation, biodiversity, community wellbeing. The 
amendment was defeated 20 to 14 in the ensuing vote. I would like to ask you whether 
you would consider commenting on the inclusion of the Meon Vale woodland in the SAP 
as allocated for up to 300 houses. Many thanks to those who have already done so. 

 

 

The SAP also proposes 4 
Reserve Housing Sites for 
the parish of Long Marston. 
General information about 
reserve sites can be found 
in Chapter 2 and more 
specific information about 
the village's 3 reserve sites 
can be found on pages 236-
241 and an additional 
reserve site near Meon Vale 
can be found on page 96 
You can see the maps of all 
sites on the document titled 
‘settlements maps’ but also 
at the end of the SAP 

document. 
There is also Rural 5. Proposal for the Long Marston Garden Village (page 81 of the 
SAP 2020). 

 

 
How to Comment on the Public Consultation 

The public consultation on the SAP 2020 started on 29th October for 7 weeks (to 18th 
December) and parish councils and residents can comment directly on the interactive 
version of the document on the Council’s website, or download a form to fill with 
comments  and email this to policy.consultation@stratford-dc.gov.uk  

You can also send your comments to Policy Team at Stratford District Council offices 
via surface mail and paper copies of forms can be requested. For those of you who 
want further detail, all the documents can be viewed here: www.stratford.gov.uk/sappo 

  
124 Houses– Garden village Long Marston 
The first 400 houses for the 3500 home-garden village have previously been granted 
permission and work has already started on these dwellings. The remaining 3100 would 
require infrastructure in place before been built, unless ‘spare road capacity’ is found, as 
defined in the Core Strategy.  124 houses from these 3100 dwellings have been put 
forward by Cala in a recent planning application together with a transport assessment. I 
objected to these proposals, in particular because of the adverse impact of additional 
car trips in surrounding villages.  To make new developments less car-dependent there 
must be an integrated public transport system, including regular subsidised buses which 
all residents, including those on low incomes, can afford, and rail shuttles and/or rail 
transport, and safe walking and cycling connectivity designed into the settlement. 
Transport infrastructure must be sustainable and fully integrated. 
 

Finally… 
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MEON VALE RESIDENT’S UPDATE 
The Woodland Subcommittee (resident’s 
woodland action group) which is widely 
supported by the local community has been 
very impressive in responding to the threat 
to of our much-loved woodland (part of the 
Greenway Walk). There has been a survey of 
people using the woods, a Halloween themed 
treasure hunt, a video, yellow posters all 
over the village and surrounding area, and 
we have been kept informed of progress via 
their social media posts and new website www.
savemeonwoods.com. The survey was carried 
out on a dark rainy and very blustery Saturday 
and found that 279 people visited the woods 
between 8am and 6pm. The majority of visitors 
were from Meon Vale, but people also come 
from Quinton, Long Marston and Stratford. It 
really shows how well used the woodland is and 
what an important asset they are to the whole 
community.

Now that Stratford-on-Avon District Council 
has included our woodland in their Housing 
Site Allocation Plan (SAP), proposing that 
the site provide up to 300 additional homes, 
we have an opportunity to formally share 
our views with the council. The SAP is open 
for public consultation until 18th December 
2020, so please do take part planning.
policy@stratford-dc.gov.uk and let your 
views be known. You can also search social 
media (#SaveMeonWoods) for up-dates and 

information, including suggested grounds for 
objecting to the woodland being developed 
and share your own thoughts, observations, 
videos, and photos of the woodland. 

Dionne Sambrook 
Resident of Meon Vale

SNAPSHOT STORIES MEON VALE 
The whole community of Meon Vale was 
invited to participate in a community arts 
project which started in the Spring Lockdown. 
The project, managed by Live & Local and 
funded by Warwickshire County Council, 
paired the community with professional spoken 
word artist Naomi Paul. Naomi interviewed 
residents and invited people to submit their 
own music, photos, poetry, film and thoughts 
about our new community and our experiences 
during the pandemic. The submissions were 
put together into an amazing film, along with 
Naomi’s words and poetry, and illustrates the 
incredible talents of local people: all the filming, 
editing, recording, photos and music was made 
by local residents. It reflects our experiences 
as a new community and a rural village during 
a global pandemic. The images and words 
focus on the things that came out of people’s 
responses and what is most important. 
Please do check out the video on Youtube 
by searching Meon Vale Snapshot Stories, or 
type in youtu.be/r_GLvJigoUg. (There is an 
underscore between r and G)

Salt Dough Décor
Salt dough modelling 
became very popular 
in Germany during the 
nineteenth century, 
when economical 
but highly effective 
Christmas-tree 
decorations were made 

from bread dough. Salt was added to the dough 
in order to prevent the ornaments from being 
eaten by mice.

Modelling salt dough requires very little in the 
way of materials and equipment (most of which 
will already be in your cupboards) and is great 
with children of all ages, as it is soft, non-toxic 
(far too salty to eat for even the most curious 
toddler!) and a lot of fun.

Ingredients: 
2 cups plain flour • 1 cup salt 
1 cup water • food colouring (optional)

Method: 
Mix together the flour, salt and half the water 
in a mixing bowl. Knead the mixture, gradually 
adding more water until the dough has a 
smooth, firm consistency. Be careful not to 
add too much water or the dough will sag and 
become sticky.
Remove the dough from the bowl and continue 
to knead for 10 minutes. The dough can be 
modelled immediately, but is best left to rest 
for 30 minutes in an airtight container. Bake 
the salt dough at 120°C, until the model is 
completely hardened all over.
(P.S. If you want to add some colour, allow the 
dough to completely cool before painting)
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Love at Christmas
and

This Christmas the churches at Welford, Weston, 
Quinton and Long Marston are partnering with 
‘The Long Table’ in order to provide Christmas 

Meals for those who would appreciate it.

If you know anyone who will be alone this 
Christmas or someone for whom this Christmas 
may be difficult, please contact Ros on 01789 
751546 or email revdrosgreenhalgh@gmail.
com and we will make sure they receive a 
(frozen) Christmas meal and hamper 
which will include gifts for any children.

How can I help? 
a)  To add to the meal, we are looking for: 
 • Christmas puddings (any size)  • mince pies
 •  Custard or Brandy sauce (long life please). 

Please place your donation outside:
The Rectory, Church Lane, Welford-on-Avon
2 Barton Fields, Welford-on-Avon
18 Sycamore Gardens, Cotswold Vale
35 The Fordway, Lower Quinton

b)  Each meal costs £5 and we would also 
like to purchase gifts to go with the meal, 
particularly for children and young people. 
If you would like to donate financially, please 
send a cheque payable to

PCC of St Peter’s, Welford on Avon c/o Revd 
Ros Greenhalgh, The Rectory, Church Lane, 
Welford-on-Avon.

Thank you and best wishes for Christmas,
Ros, on behalf of the churches.

How to make a 
Holly Wreath
Wreaths are a true symbol of Christmastime. 
You can make your own wreath in all sorts of 
different shapes and sizes. Yours can be as big as 
you want, and you can use any plants or items 
you find to decorate it. 

Traditional wreath 
Sometimes sticking to tradition is best. Using 
holly, mistletoe and conifers in your wreath 
creates a beautiful and effortless look. Using 
the holly berries gives a classic red and green 
Christmassy design!

What to collect for your wreath 
The first thing you will need is twigs to make the 
base of your wreath. Make sure these are bendy 
- species like willow or osier will be useful. You 
could buy naturally made bases if you’d rather 
skip this step.

For a more colourful design you could add in 
some ribbons or even use biodegradable glitter 
to give a festive sparkle to your wreath.

You will also need:

• Twine • Scissors or pruning shears • Moss 
•  Natural materials such as holly with berries, 

mistletoe, pinecones, cinnamon, laurel, and 
anything else you want to add to your wreath.

Instructions 
1. To make the base, bend twigs into a circle 
and tie them together with the twine. Repeat 
the process with several twigs to create a thick 
circular base.

2. Tie bunches of leafy material together at 
the base. This could be the laurel and mistletoe 
(perfect for the little ones to do) or holly (best 
left to the adults).

3. Tie these bunches into the twig base covering 
the base.

4. Once the base is covered in the leafy material 
you can use some extra twine to tie the sections 
together and then cut back any unruly sections

5. Now tie in any extra items, like pinecones, 
cinnamon, and orange slices. You can keep it 
simple or cover the wreath completely.

6. Finally tie a loop of string at the top of the 
wreath ready to hang it from your front door.

The smell of pine and evergreens is delightful, 
but if you want to really vamp up the delightful 
smell of a homemade wreath, you can tie in 
sprigs of rosemary, slices of dried orange or 
cinnamon sticks.

If you use 100% natural materials to build your 
wreath you can put it on your compost heap 
once the festive season is over. 
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The Poppin Chat
Well, It’s that time of year again, when our 
thoughts turn to the upcoming holiday season 
and preparations. It has been an unusual year, 
and a very challenging one for many of us, 
but some things have not changed-thankfully.

The Poppin has remained open all through 
the year, to help and support our community, 
and we are ready to help you now over the 
Christmas period too. We always like to 
support local artisans, crafters and suppliers, 
and have added a wonderful selection of 
items ready for gift giving, or even as a treat 
for yourselves on a cold dark winter’s night!

From Cotswold Fudge, Cotswold Gold Oils, 
Cotswold Gin, Jacky’s Pantry Preserves 
and locally made Clotted Cream and Creme 
Fraiche, to the amazing Homemade by Jane 
Chocolates and Christmas cakes. There are 
all of your old favourites too: amazing breads 
and pastries from Petit Croissant, tempting 
cakes from Dangerfield’s, Merryleg’s apple 
juice, cooked meats from Willersey - plenty to 
tempt you and put a smile on your face!

We know that some of you may be unable 
to get to us due to restrictions, so we would 
like to offer a delivery service within Long 
Marston. Just let us know how we can help. 
Call us on 01789 721011 or send us a 
message on our Facebook page.

Thank you to all who have been following our 
Facebook rebirth! All Poppin news and offers 
will appear first on our Facebook page, so 
if you haven’t done so already, please head 
over and follow us now www.facebook.com/
thepoppinvillageshop

As a way of thanking you for your ongoing 
support, we are holding a free raffle to win 
a Hamper. Simply come into the Poppin 
and spend £5 and you will receive an entry 
into the draw, which will be held on 20th 
December. Photos of the hamper and a list 
of its goodies can be found on our Facebook 
page and in the shop. 

THE POPPIN 
Christmas Eve – 9am - 2pm 

Christmas Day – closed 
Boxing Day – 9am – 12pm 

New Year’s Eve – 9am -12pm 
New Year’s Day – 9am -11pm

THE POST OFFICE 
Monday 28th Dec - closed 
Christmas Eve 9am – 2pm 

Christmas Day – closed 
Boxing Day – closed 

New Year’s Eve – 9am – 12pm 
New Year’s Day – 9am – 11pm

Our opening hours will stay the same over 
the Christmas and New Year period, 8am-
2pm weekdays and 9am-12pm weekends, 
with the following exceptions: 

Please note there are papers as usual every 
day, with the exception, of Christmas Day. 

Finally, thank you to all of you who have used 
and supported the Poppin over the past year. 
We wish all of you a Merry Christmas, and a 
Happy and Prosperous New Year.

Barbara Peacock 07724 176130

Christmas Jokes
Why did the police arrest the turkey? 
Because they suspected fowl play

What kind of music do elves like? 
Wrap music

Which of Santa’s reindeer has the 
worst manners? Rude-olph of course
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Mulled Cider
Warm, spiced cider is a sure sign that we 
are well and truly into autumn. 

Ingredients 
• 2 litres dry cider • 8 cloves 
• 2 cox apples • 5-6 allspice berries 
• 4 tbsp dark rum or brandy 
• 75g demerara sugar 
•  Pared zest of one large orange (in other words 

use peeler, not zester)

Method 
1. Combine all ingredients in a large saucepan.

2. Stir over a low heat for 10-15 minutes.

3.  Transfer to serving bowl if you wish and ladle 
into glass mugs.

Mulled Wine
Ingredients 
• 2 clementines • 3 fresh bay leaves • 1 lemon 
• 1 whole nutmeg • 1 lime 
• 1 vanilla pod 
• 200g caster sugar 
• 2 bottles red wine 
(chianti is good) 
• 6 whole cloves • 2 star anise 
• 1 cinnamon stick

Method 
1.  Peel 

large 
sections of 
peel from the clementine’s, lemon, and lime.

2.  Put the sugar in a large saucepan over a 
medium heat, add the pieces of peel and 
squeeze in the clementine juice.

3.  Add the cloves, cinnamon stick, bay leaves and 
about 10-12 gratings of nutmeg. Halve the 
vanilla pod lengthways and add to the pan. Stir 
in enough red wine to cover the sugar.

4.  Let this simmer until the sugar has completely 
dissolved into the red wine, then bring to the 
boil. Keep on a rolling boil for 4 – 5 minutes, 
or until a beautiful thick syrup. This will create 
a wonderful flavour base by really getting the 

sugars and spices to infuse and blend well with 
the wine. It’s important to make a syrup base 
first because it needs to be quite hot, and if 
you do this with both bottle of wine in there, 
you’ll burn off the alcohol.

5.  When your syrup is ready, turn your heat 
down to low and add your star anise and the 
rest of the wine. Gently heat the wine, and 
after around 5 minutes, when it’s warm and 
delicious, ladle it into glasses and serve. 

Tom Neville’s 
Mince Pies (Yum)

Ingredients 
• 560g mincemeat • 350g plain flour 
• 75g lard • 75g butter • Pinch of salt 
• For the top, a little bit of milk and icing sugar.

Method 
Preheat oven to 200°/ 180° fan

1.  Sift the flour and salt into a bowl and rub 
in the butter and lard until you have fine 

breadcrumbs.

2.  Add just enough ice water to bind the 
dough so it leaves the bowl clean.

3.  Cover and refrigerate for 39 mins. (not 
40, not 35, but 39)!

4.  Roll half as thin as possible and cut into 7.5cm 
circles. Do the same with a 6cm cutter for the 
tops. 

5.  Grease a small cupcake tray and line with 
the circle of pastry. Fill level with mincemeat. 
Dampen the edges of the tops with water and 
press them lightly to seal the edges. 

6.  Brush each one with milk making a 
small hole in the top with a knife.

7.  Bake near the top of the 
oven for 25 mins until golden 
brown.

8.  Cool on a wire rack and 
sprinkle with icing sugar.
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St James the Great 
Christmas Services 2020 in 
Quinton and Long Marston
As places are limited you must book in 
advance for all church services. 

Bookings for Christmas Services will be 
taken from Monday 7th December by 
phoning 01789 751546 or emailing 
karibu@talk21.com.

In order to be COVID-19 secure we must 
abide by Government Guidelines:

Hands – must be cleaned using the 
sanitiser provided

Face – face coverings must be worn by 
anyone age 11yrs and over; unfortunately, 
we are not allowed to sing - but there will 
be carols! 

Space – physical distancing of 2m must be 
maintained at all times. Households may sit 
together but individuals may not ‘mingle’ 
with other household groups. Children 
must be with a responsible adult at all 
times and not move around the church 
unless instructed by the service leader.

Sadly, we are unable to serve refreshments.

Contact details will be kept for 21 days for 
NHS Track and Trace. You are encouraged 
to check in using the NHS COVID-19 App 
QR code.

If Government Guidelines change services 
may be cancelled.

Sunday 13th December 
11.30am  Christingle for all the family at 

Quinton Church

5pm Carol Service at Quinton 
Church

Sunday 20th December 
5pm  Carol Service at Long Marston 

Church

6.30pm  Carol Service at Quinton 
Church

Thursday 24th December 
4pm  Nativity & Carols for all the 

family at Long Marston Church

7pm  A Doorstep Carol (see separate 
notice)

11.30pm  Christmas Communion at 
Quinton Church

Friday 25th December 
10am  Family Christmas Service at 

Quinton Church

10am  Christmas Communion at Long 
Marston Church 

OTHER CHURCH SERVICES 
THROUGHOUT DECEMBER 
(please book in the week preceding the service 
on 01789 751546 or karibu@talk21.com)

Sunday 6th December 
11.30am Holy Communion at Welford

Sunday 13th December 
11.30am  Holy Communion at Long 

Marston

Sunday 20th December 
11.30am Holy Communion at Quinton

‘ONLINE’ SERVICES VIA ZOOM: 
Contact one of the clergy or 
karibu@talk21.com for the zoom links:
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Sunday 6th Dec 
10am Morning Praise on ‘zoom’

11.15am  Kids Church on ‘zoom’

Sunday 13th Dec 
10am Morning Praise on ‘zoom’

Sunday 20th Dec 
11.15am Kids Christmas

6.30pm Carol Service on zoom 
  (bring your own wine & nibbles)

Friday 25th Dec 
10am All age Christmas Praise

Sunday 27th Dec  
There will be no zoom service on 27th 
December but please go to the Church of 
England website for an ‘online’ service at:

www.churchofengland.org/more/media-
centre/church-online/weekly-online-services

COMMUNITY FOOD SHARE/CARE
These are uncertain times. We are mindful of the impact that this can impose upon some 
of our community, possibly resulting in dramatic changes to personal circumstances - be 
it health and/or financial difficulties. As a community, we shall continue to pull together, 
offering support and assistance. 

We have the following support systems in place:

Community Care – collection and delivery of prescriptions/shopping to vulnerable or 
isolating households. Please contact Simon Hanagarth (07955885529) or Matt Neville 
(07753904304).

Community Food Share – Operated by a small team of volunteers who distribute food 
to those who require extra help during this pandemic. Please contact Stephenie Hillier 
(07720 975023) or Debbie Woodliffe 
(07845 437702). All inquiries 
and conversations are strictly 
confidential.

If you would like to donate 
food towards The Community 
Food Share there will be a 
collection box outside The 
Poppin, Long Marston and 
inside Londis, Meon Vale.

Thank you!

St James the Great 

Raffle Draw Winners
1st prize Sandra Ashford 
 Meon Pizza and delivery.

2nd prize James Brookes 
 Clara Byrd voucher

3rd prize Mollie Bluck 
 James Byrd voucher

4th prize Emma Roberts 
 Natural Dog Treats

5th prize   Pete Barrett 
£10 Garden Centre voucher.

£100 profit was raised

Thank you for all donations.
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O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel
There is no doubt - we are going through truly 
challenging times at the moment. But one of the 
more positive things that we have been reminded of 
through the ongoing pandemic is surely the value 
of community working together to support and 
encourage one another. Who do you turn to when 
you’re looking for wisdom and encouragement?

In my career as a teacher I have had the privilege of 
learning a great deal from the children who I have 
taught and who I hope have learnt a little from me 
over the years. To see things from the perspective 
of eager young minds has always been a great 
encouragement to me. But I have to admit that 
I never anticipated that moles, foxes and horses 
would be added to my list of positive influencers!

If you have read the book The Boy, the Mole, the 
Fox and the Horse by Charlie Mackesy you may well 
recognise what I’m referring to. One of the things 
that appeals to me most about this book is that it 
shares deep truths through a beautifully illustrated 
story which can be read by children and adults alike.

As I write, we have just entered our second 
‘lockdown’ and there is much speculation about 
what we will, and will not, be permitted to do this 
Christmas. It seems likely that for many of us, 
Christmas may not be as we would usually like it 
to be. There might well be familiar traditions and 
events that we are used to sharing with family, 
friends and community that we will not be able enjoy 
this year. For some, sadly, Christmas this year may 
be feeling more like a storm brewing than an eagerly 
anticipated celebration.

So may I offer some words of encouragement from 
Charlie Mackesy’s book…

“We don’t know about tomorrow”, said the horse, 
“all we need to know is that we love each other. 
When the dark clouds come… keep going. When 
the big things feel out of control… focus on what 
you love right under your nose. This storm will pass.”

We may not be able to meet and show our love for 
one another in the usual way for the time being, but 
that does not mean that our love for one another 
need be any the less.

We currently find ourselves in a situation where 
sometimes, the best way to demonstrate our love 
and concern for others is to remain to some extent 
physically distant. Many of us find this difficult and 

uncomfortable, but maybe there is an opportunity 
that could arise from it. Maybe this could be a year 
when we discover new ways of reaching out to one 
another - an opportunity to discover and create 
new traditions for our families and communities 
which might last beyond the current situation. 
What a Christmas gift that would be - to introduce 
a positive and different way of doing something to 
pass on to future generations!

In a way, it could be said that this is very much 
what Christmas is about - through the gift of his 
Son Jesus to the world, God changed everything 
for future generations. Jesus brought a new 
understanding of how to relate to God. Not a 
relationship to be achieved by what we do, but a 
relationship based on our response to being shown 
love - God’s love. Jesus, in his birth, life, death and 
resurrection, demonstrates this love.

Jesus said to his disciples “Be sure of this: I am with 
you always” (Matthew Chapter 28 verse 20).

Jesus is the one who can always be with us in a 
way that no-one else can and in a way that is not 
inhibited by physical restrictions.

We may not know about tomorrow, we may not 
know how long we will need to keep going, but 
when the big things feel out of control, we can 
know and respond to God’s love for us by turning to 
Jesus, who is with us through whatever challenges 
we face. We can turn to him in the Bible and in 
prayer. My prayer this year is that as we discover 
new ways to experience and share Christmas with 
one another, we will also discover new ways to know 
and share God’s loving presence through Jesus - 
our Immanuel - God with us.

Rev’d Yvette Grundy 
Assistant Curate

P.S. If you would like 
to read a Bible but don’t 
have one, please contact 
me or another of the 
clergy team and we will do 
what we can to help you find a 
suitable version.
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Quiz
1.  On Christmas Eve 1990, a film called A Grand Day Out introduced us to which iconic 

British duo? 

2. Which of these festive classics is the only one to have been a UK Christmas No. 1? 

  a. Last Christmas - Wham

  b. All I want for Christmas is you - Mariah Carey

  c. Merry Christmas Everyone - Shakin’ Stevens 

  d. I wish it could be Christmas Every Day - Wizzard

3. Which Australian pop megastar appeared in a Dr Who Christmas Special in 2007?

4.  In 1996, a record 24.3 million people watched the Totters finally become millionare’s 
in the Christmas special of which TV comedy?

5.  In 2008, which country set the current record for the world’s tallest snowman? 
a. German b. Canada c. USA

6.  Widow Twanky traditionally appears as a character in which Christmas pantomime? 
a. Aladdin b. Dick Whittington c. Jack and the Beanstalk

7.  In which fictional world, created by CS Lewis, is it always winter but never Christmas?

8.  The Christmas tree in Trafalgar Square is traditionally given by which Scandinavian 
country?

9.  In which language is Father Christmas known as Pere Noel?

10.  By what name is St Steven’s Day better known as in the UK?

Long Marston Gardening Club
Sadly no visits to gardens but hopefully you 
have managed to put your garden to bed, 
leaves collected, herbaceous borders cut 
down and bulbs planted ready for blooming 
in the spring.

Remember the birds this winter and 
encourage them to visit your garden. 
Sparrows and Finches like seeds; Tits like 
fat; Thrushes and Robins like fruit and 
worms and Starlings will eat just about 
anything. With your leftovers they like fruit 
cake/mince pies, dried fruit, unsalted nuts 
or apples and pears past their best. Try 
sprinkling mild grated cheese under trees 
and bushes for more timid birds like Wrens 
and Dunnocks. 

A warning for dog owners make sure your 
pet cannot reach grapes, raisins or sultanas 
as vine fruits can be toxic to dogs.

To clean and sterilise your bird feeders put 
them through the dishwasher and you can 
purchase a variety of foods from Garden 
Centres which are open.

Hopefully you will enjoy the company of 
our native birds to make up for the lack of 
visitors due to “Lock Down”.

Wishing you an early Happy Christmas.

Happy gardening 
Wiggy Taylor 01789 720275

Answers on page 22
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Covering the whole of 
Stratford-upon-Avon

We offer grass and hedge 
cutting for all size gardens.

For a friendly quote 
please call or text Jake on  
07873 592707

J & H 
Gardening and 

Tree Surgery

Milla 
Jackson

Painting and 
Decorating Service

No job too big or small 
Professional Service

07821 782943 
01789 750879

Stratford 
Home & Garden Ltd

Handyman Services • Property Repairs • Garden Maintenance

Dmitri Hancock

Mobile: 01789 720099 or 0778 347 5552 
e-mail: contact@stratfordhomeandgarden.co.uk 

www.stratfordhomeandgarden.co.uk

Silent night, holy night 
All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon Virgin Mother and Child  
Holy Infant so tender and mild  

Sleep in heavenly peace  
Sleep in heavenly peace


Silent night, holy night. 

Son of God, love's pure light


Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace


Jesus, Lord at Thy birth, 

Jesus, Lord at Thy birth.


Silent night, holy night, 

Shepherds quake at the sight


Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heav'nly hosts sing Allelluia

Christ the saviour is born, 

Christ the saviour is born.


Christmas Eve 
on your 
doorstep 
7 p.m.
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Contacts
PARISH COUNCILLORS 
Ian Johnsey Chairman 

Bill Tempest Vice Chairman 

Anthony Hodges Councillor 

Noel Davis Councillor 

Michael Hillier Councillor 

Margaret Clarke Councillor 

Barbara Craig Councillor 

Debbie Woodliffe Clerk 

01789 721881 

marstonsicca@gmail.com

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Steph Hillier 07720 975023 

marstoneditor@yahoo.com

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS 
Jackie Johnson 01789 720328

THE POPPIN VILLAGE STORE 
01789 721011

THE POST OFFICE, 
LONG MARSTON 01789 721411

NOMINATED SAFE-GUARDING 
PERSON 

Liz Marcuse 01789 720796

ST JAMES THE GREAT 

Rector Rev Ros Greenhalgh 

01789 751546 

revdrosgreenhalgh@gmail.com 

Church Warden Carol Watts  

01789 507319

DEFIBRILLATOR 

This is located outside the Poppin shop. 

A 999 call giving the location will provide 

a code and method of use.

POLICE 

Emergency only – 999 

Non urgent contact – 101

SHIPSTON-ON-STOUR 
SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD 
TEAM 

www.safer-neighbourhoods.co.uk/ship

PCSO 6230 Emma Turner 

PCSO 6040 Fin Moore 

PC 1508 Sid Hammond 

Shipston Police Station 01789 444670 

shipston.snt@warwickshire.police.uk 

www.facebook.com/ShipstonPolice

Crimestoppers 0800 555111

WEBSITE 

www.longmarstonvillage.co.uk

Answers to Christmas Quiz
1. Wallace & Gromit 2. None -Shakin’ Stevens, 
Wham and Mariah got to No 2 and Wizzard 
got to No 4 3. Kylie Minogue 4. Only Fools & 
Horses 5. The USA at 122ft 1 inch tall 
6. Aladdin 7. Narnia  8. Norway, since 1947, 
in thanks, for Britain’s help during the Second 
World War 9. French 10. Boxing day
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Come and be
inspired at Bonds

this Christmas!
There is so much to see & enjoy at 

Bonds Lifestyle store & café this winter.
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